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Abstract

within the narrative of a storm-stricken ship, as portrayed in two significant ritual-historical texts
from the ancient Iranian and Zoroastrian traditions. These texts specifically’ encompass the
account of the redemption of "Paurva" in the fifth Yasht, an integral part of the later Avesta, as
well as the tale of the salvation of "Gelim-a Kul" found in the Diwan-a-Gowra, a religious text of
the Yaresan community.

In this investigation, our initial aim is to elucidate the interconnectedness between the narratives
of "Paurva" and "Gelim-a Kul" to discern the shared motifs and overarching framework that have
shaped the captivating story of "Gelim-a Kul." Furthermoze, by delving-beyond mere linguistic
analysis and considering the intricate substance and ideas presented in both narratives, we seek to
uncover the extent to which the teachings of Yaresan shed light/on and resonate with the
fundamental concepts inherent in the Aban Yasht natrative."Thus, our exploration aims to
illuminate the profound interplay between thesediterary works.

Keywords: Ahlehagh, Aban Yasht, Diwan=a Gowra, Gelim-a kool, Yaresan.

Introduction

This research aims to explor€ and compate the concept of salvation and deliverance as portrayed
through the narrative of the storm-stricken ship in two ritual-historical texts. The first account is
the salvation of 'Paurva', found in the FifthsYasht of the Avesta (Aban Yasht), a pivotal text in the
Zoroastrian tradition. The second narrative is the salvation of 'Gelim-a Kul' (the person with a rug
on their shoulder), detailed in the Book of Diwan-a Gowra (Gowra Collection), which is part of
the sacred Texts of the Yarireligion. In this article, we examine the extent to which the teachings
of the Yari religion align with. the beliefs and thoughts documented in the literature of ancient
Iran, particularly in their reflection of the concepts present in the narrative of the Fifth Yasht. The
methodology adopted inthis'paper is multifaceted, encompassing not only linguistic analysis but
also content and textual analyses of the two narratives. This comprehensive approach aims to
thoroughly understand the complexities and nuances of the narrative under study.

Research Findings

Paurva, a devoted poet transformed into a vulture by Fereydun to escape death, receives aid from
the goddess Anahita. She, who only accepts the worship of the righteous and the followers of
truth, assists him and safely brings him back to the ground. According to our analysis, this
narrative establishes the foundational framework and serves as the archetypal model for the theme
of salvation within the Diwana Gowra. The subsequent analysis entails a comparison and cross-
referencing of six distinct sections of the Paurva narrative with the Gelim-a Kul narrative:

1. The first section highlights the commencement of the Paurva narrative, marked by the moment
of salvation when Fereydun Farrahmand (Fereydun who possesses Farrah) rescued Paurva from
the sea, lifting him and helped him to soar like a vulture. A similar event unfolds in the Gelim-a
Kul narrative, where Dawe rescues Mir-Bash's ship in a single action from the sea, ensuring its
safe arrival on the shore. The Avestan phrase "Fereydun-e Tahm-e Piruzgar" (Fereydun, the
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mighty victorious)[ 1] might serve as an analogue for the various titles attributed to Dawe within
the Diwan-a Gowra, including Barzamel meaning powerful.[2]

2. At the break of dawn on the third day, Paurva implores Aredvi-sura Anahid for help to seek
salvation and a return to the earth. In the Gurani narrative, we also observe that Mir Bash requests
Benyamin to pray (lala= supplication with humility) to save the ship besieged by the storm.

3. This segment of the narrative from the Aban Yasht highlights the importance of Aredvi-sura
Anahita and her connections to water, purification, and divine assistance. It also depicts Paurva's
devotion and his offering of sacred haoma-infused milk as a token of gratitude for his safe landing,
showing the critical role of water in facilitating salvation and bestowing divine blessings. Amid
the storm, Paurva calls upon Aredvi-sura Anahid for deliverance and pledges to offer a thousand
zohr (sacrifices) to her upon reaching safe land as a gesture of gratitude and devotio ThlS
thematic element of offering in return for salvation mirrors the Gurani narrative, where,
saved, Mira Bash demonstrates his gratitude by bestowing all his wealth upon Dawe,
a tangible acknowledgement of the divine intervention that led to his rescue.

4. Aredvi-sura Anahid manifests before Paurva, mirroring the way Dawe pr
the tempest-battered ship. This similarity highlights the divine figures'
saviours, intervening directly in moments of dire need to offer salvation

5. In both narratives, those seeking salvation are safely guided to
one instance and by Dawe in the other. In the Gurani narrative,
the Sahib Zat (He who has Divine Essence), who then deleg

alvation is made to
awe. Meanwhile, in

among celestial figures.

6. The principle that offerings to Anahid reSulf ence is a key motif; this concept of
reciprocity between human devotion ap is mirrored in the Gurani narrative. There,
Mira Bash's act of surrendering his y ve not only signifies a material sacrifice but also
culminates in his acquisition of bé piritual salvation, emphasizing the profound
connection between sacrifice, divine app d the ultimate reward of salvation across both
narratives.

Conclusion

The mythological na
narrative, particularl

-a Kul bears resemblances and parallels to the Paurva
theme of salvation. In addition to the general thematic

alignments d part of this article will elaborate on these similarities through
adirect ¢ narratives.
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Nema wa kashti jemend na ja
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Ramzbar maramu:

gijiya ow ham

Dawe na dalya gijiya ow ham

na kul-e kawu wa nejat-e jam
kashtish bar award na gij-e setam
Mir-a Bash Tojjar Dawe di wa cham
Jasanat kashti khiziyan ow ham
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elim-a Kul maramu:
mirey sahiw ganj
padshay khazina mirey sahiw ganj

ina dawe bi nawi awla ranj
yawa wa nalam na ray do o panj
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Mira Bash maramu:
amanan aman zamen-e bi kas

kishagay ray tun feryay ray tawas
kurem zalilem beryanem nafas
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Gelim-a Kul maramu.

Bejeman na jam

Min min na kashti bejeman na jam
ekafan ow shun Dawe-e khadem
Belemi ow hozur Sultan-e ‘alam
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Mira maramu:

ya shay chelo panj

binay hazara khoajay chelo panj

westiman ow bar ow gijaw-e ranj
Dawe kiyanay bardiman ow ganj
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ashat soltane ayo
un nejat na hazer ghayu
tem garakan pirem bu Dawe
a wakhte najat Dawe kishaymesh
na bare jeyhun tangi pishaymesh
sar dam wa Dawe nakarim delrish
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bawaran howt gol
Jjam boan hojoim bawaran howt gol
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Dumézil functions, or «the three fundamental activities that group of human beings must

assume-priests, warriors, producers-so that collectivity survive and prosper.» George Dumézil,
L’idéologie Tripartie des Indo-Européens (Bruxelles: Latomus, 1958) , 18
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