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Abstract

This writing seeks to analytically and descriptively clarify the nature of the hidden identity
(Hawiyyah Ghaybiyyah), the Divine Presence (Hadrat Ahadiyyah), and Unity (Wahdiyyah) and
the obligations arising from them from the perspective of Shia Hadith wisdom, comparing them
with the views of Ibn Arabi. Initially, we understand from the text that «the essence of the hidden
identity» is different from «the essence of the hidden identity» and «its names.» In the sense that,
firstly, both in terms of existence and in terms of existential rulings, there is a type of distinction
in essence and a verbal commonality in existence between «the essence of the hidden identity,»
«the essence of the hidden identity,» and «its names.» Secondly, according to the wisdom of Shia
hadith, the ranks of the system of existence at the level of the command are: the essence of the
hidden identity, the essence of the hidden identity, the Divine Presence (Hadrat Ahadiyyah), and
the Divine Unity (Hadrat Wahdiyyah). The essence of the hidden identity refers to the Divine
Being in (He is God, the One), where «One» is the inherent attribute of the Divine Being, and
Unity is the aspect of oneness. The Divine Presence (Hadrat Ahadiyyah) has both negative and
affirmative elements, such that, in terms of the negative, it denies any names and attributes of
perfection from the essence of the hidden identity. In terms of the affirmative, it is the source of
all names and attributes and the realization of the Divine Unity (Hadrat Wahdiyyah). In
comparing these meanings with Ibn Arabi's views, he also describes the hidden identity and the
Divine Presence like that found in Shia hadith wisdom. In some expressions, he implicitly refers
to the essence of the hidden identity

Keywords: Shia Wisdom, Hidden Identity, Unity, Ibn Arabi, Names and Attributes.

Introduction

The system of existence has a structure that is discussed in ontological studies; however, these
ontological discussions, which result in delineating the structure of the system of existence, arise
from epistemological foundations. In Shia philosophy, epistemological foundations derive from
the texts contained in the Qur'an and Hadith. Therefore, the structure of the system of existence
from the perspective of Shia philosophy must align with the Qur'anic verses and Hadiths. On the
other hand, mystics have delineated the structure of the system of existence based on the texts and
their own spiritual intuitions, which form the basis of their epistemology. Accordingly, this
research aims to delineate the structure of the system of existence based on Shia epistemological
foundations, assessing the degree of correspondence between Ibn Arabi's existential geometry
and the ontological geometry of Shia wisdom.

Research Findings

According to the hadith of Imam Reza, peace be upon him, which states that «His actions are for
elucidation, His names for expression, His essence is the truth, and the essence differentiates him
from His creation,» the ghayb (hidden identity) comprises four aspects: the Divine names, the
Divine actions, the Divine essence, and the hidden identity. There is thus a lexical overlap between
the ghaybian essence (the hidden identity) and the other three aspects, insofar as the ghaybian
essence falls within the same semantic domain of existence. This is corroborated by other hadiths
such as «He does not divide in existence, nor in intellect, nor in imagination,» which indicate that
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the hidden identity is an intrinsic reality, insofar as it is indivisible by any partition. Consequently,
His names, actions, and essences do not emanate from the hidden identity; rather, the existential
reality of the secret identity naturally entails the realization of these three aspects.

Furthermore, the One Himself, who is also the essence, possesses two aspects—negational (salbi)
and presential (wujudi or positive). On the negational side, He negates the apprehension of the
hidden identity; on the presential side, He affirms the secret identity. The Absolute (al-Haqq)
requires manifestation, and its manifestation is the single hypostasis (wahdaniyya). This Unity
(wahdaniyya) likewise has negational and affirmational aspects: the negative aspect reveals that
the entity of the hidden identity is not to be grasped in terms of any determinate comprehension.
In contrast, the affirmational aspect entails the operative source for the names of God within the
Wahdiyah (the oneness) framework.

The hidden identity —understood in Shiite wisdom as the essence of Unity (tawhid) —is
profoundly characterized by the intrinsic attribute «Hu» (He/He is), which involves negation of
unrestricted attribution to the hidden identity and the affirmation of'its ghaybian status in a manner
that endows Hu with both a negational and an affirmative dimension. On the one hand, Hu denies
any existential attribution to the hidden identity, since the hidden identity stands before all such
attributions; on the other hand, it affirms the existence of the hidden identity, because the existence
of Hu is tied to the actual realization of the hidden identity. Likewise, the Absolute, whose essence
and manifestation are identical with Hu, is said to possess both negational and affirmative aspects:
the negational aspect describes that all names and ontological perfections are subsumed within
Him in such a way that there is no appearance (zuhur) of these attributes, whereas the affirmative
aspect posits that the realization of all ontological perfections lies within Hu, appearing in the
Wahdiyya framework. This division is likewise accepted in contemporary Arabic-Islamic
philosophical discourse.

Conclusion

In Shi‘i hadith-based wisdom (hikmat al-hadithiyya), the Necessary Being (W3ajib al-Ta‘ali) is a
reality transcendent above all determinations (ta‘ayyunat), even above determinations in
perfections (kamalat) and existential attributes (sifat al-wujiidiyya), for it is the Necessary Being
that actualizes these perfections. Ibn ‘Arabi, in his mystical foundations (al-usil al- ‘irfaniyya), has
likewise alluded to this concept, asserting that the Necessary Being is exalted beyond all
determinations and existential absolutes (itlaq wujudi). This is the reality known in both Shi‘i
hadith wisdom and Ibn ‘ArabT's mysticism as the 'Hidden Identity' (al-huwiyya al-ghaybiyya).
According to the principles of Shi'i hadith-based wisdom (hikmat-i hadithi), the relationship
between the 'hidden identity' (huwiyyat-i ghaybiyya) and the stations of 'Ahadiyyah' (Divine
Uniqueness) and 'Wahidiyyah' (Divine Oneness), as well as the levels below them, is one of verbal
homonymy (ishtirak lafz1) in existence. Ibn 'Arabi has also implicitly accepted this meaning.
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