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Abstract

The Dervishes, a prominent branch of Sufism in Iran and followers of the Ni'matullahi order, played
a significant role in promoting asceticism and spirituality in society. In Iranian carpet weaving in the
11th century AH, carpet imagery with religious and mystical themes became prominent, especially
in Kerman, Gonabad, and Kashan. These works reflected concepts related to Sufism and asceticism,
and artistically, they also drew upon Iranian tradition and modern Furopean art in terms of
composition, perspective, and visual techniques. The main question of the article is: How did the
iconography of the Guabadi Dervishes in the Qajar period manifest as an artistic-religious tool in
carpets, and what concepts, symbols, and visual elements did it possess? The aim is to examine and
analyse the religious iconographic carpets of the Guabadi Dervishes in the Qajar period. The
research employed a qualitative, descriptive-analytical approach, collecting data through library
studies and a review of reputable scientific articles. The findings indicate that these motifs, in
addition to reflecting mystical beliefs, played a key role in preserving and transmitting mystical
concepts, utilizing elements of Iranian art, and were also inspired by European art in the application
of visual effects. These carpets have served as a means of conveying spiritual messages and cultural
concepts.
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Introduction

Among the Iranian Sufi orders, the Guabadi Dervishes are recognised as one of the essential
branches of Sufism in Iran. This order, originating from the Ni‘'matullahi school, reached its peak
during the Safavid and Qajar periods, having a profound impact on the promotion of asceticism,
spirituality, and mystical teachings.

One of the distinctive aspects of this order is its utilization of Iranian arts. The art of carpet weaving,
as one of Iran's most distinguished handicrafts, reflects the country's culture, history, and religious
beliefs, and has played a key role in transmitting spiritual and cultural values. During the Qajar era,
pictorial carpets with religious, mystical, and historical themes became one of the prominent
manifestations of this art. Iconography related to theGuabadi Dervishes, especially in the Kerman
and Gonabad regions, became a notable example.

The purpose of this research is to examine and analyze the iconography of pictorial carpets related
to theGuabadi Dervishes in the Qajar period. This study focuses on the symbolic motifs, the social,
cultural, and spiritual impacts of these works, and how the concepts of Sufism and asceticism are
manifested in the art of carpet weaving. Furthermore, the influences of European art on the
composition, perspective, and visual techniques in the design of these carpets are also examined.
The problem statement of this research is to investigate how the mystical and religious concepts of
theGuabadi Dervishes are reflected in the iconography of Qajar pictorial carpets and to analyze the
role of these works in transmitting cultural, spiritual, and national identity values, especially in
circumstances where this heritage is at risk of being forgotten or distorted. The necessity of this
research lies in its ability to contribute to the preservation and revelation of lesser-known aspects of
the cultural and spiritual heritage of theGuabadi Dervishes. Additionally, analysing the impact of
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modern art on the design of these carpets helps to better understand cultural interactions. It
strengthens the role of this art in reflecting the mystical and cultural values of Iranian society.

Research Findings

The religious iconographic carpets of theGuabadi Dervishes in the Qajar period are a prominent
manifestation of the fusion of art, mysticism, and spiritual beliefs in Iranian tradition. The artist
attempted to convey philosophical and mystical concepts through the use of symbolic motifs on the

carpet.

Symbols such as the dervish hat, khirqga (cloak), kashkul (begging bowl), and the tree of life play a
prominent role in these carpets. Each of these elements expresses concepts of mystical journey in
theGuabadi order. For example, the dervish hat symbolises the acceptance of the Sufi path and
liberation from the world, the khirga signifies asceticism and piety, and the kashkul symbolises
poverty and humility. The cypress tree also conveys a concept of spiritual immortality and
steadfastness on the mystical path. These symbols, in addition to their aesthetic appeal, carry
profound mystical themes. These carpets, in addition to mystical concepts, also reflect literary
messages. Themes such as the unity of existence, divine love, asceticism, and the status of
dervishhood are clearly evident in these works, as seen in the form of mystical verses from Rumi,
Hafez, and Saadi, which have given these carpets an identity beyond decorative art and transformed
them into visual texts with mystical significance.

Furthermore, some of these works have utilised symmetrical compositions, while others have drawn
upon Qajar painting styles and Iranian pictorial traditions. «Visual skills inGuabadi carpet
illustration are based on artistic tradition and the visual experiences of Iranian art.

Conclusion

Indeed, the results of this research showed that the iconographic carpets of theGuabadi dervishes,
beyond mere decoration, play a role in transmitting mystical teachings and cultural identity. The
comparative analysis of symbols and poetic themes reveals an effort to represent Sufi concepts
through images and poetry, which remain integral to Iran's artistic and mystical heritage.

Given the presence of symbols such as «the sun» and «poetic inscriptions from Rumi, Forough
Bastami, and Nizami Ganjavi» with the tradition of Nastaliq calligraphy, these carpets have become
artistic and religious documents that have played an effective role in transmitting cultural values. In
a world where many cultural traditions are at risk of being forgotten, studying and preserving these
works can be an effective way to represent and transmit Iran's cultural identity. Continued research
in this field provides a suitable ground for understanding the link between Sufism, art, and Iranian
culture.Guabadi iconographic carpets, as both artistic and religious documents, express the intricate
intertwining of art, mysticism, and Iranian history, and continue to be regarded as one of the most
prominent symbols of Islamic-Iranian art.
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