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Abstract

This research examines the reasons for the formation of the Islamic Revival movement
with an identity politics approach in Iran during the Pahlavi regime. This article uses a
comparative historical method to show the similarities and differences between this
movement and the «new religious movements in the world. Giddens considers three factors
to be effective in the formation of new religious» movements: 1-The process of
secularization in society 2-Rapid social changes 3-A sense of alienation from the
mainstream of govermence. A historical review of the Pahlavi era shows that the factors
that formed the Islamic Revival movement are also similar to the above three factors in
some cases, namely, the modernization of Iran at that time was accompanied by rapid social
changes and the phenomenon of secularization, and because the teachings of Islam have
influenced the formation of the cultural identity of Iranians for centuries, the secularization
of society caused an identity challenge for most Iranians. They felt a sense of alienation
towards these actions and joined the clergy to overcome this feeling. Regarding the
difference between this movement and the new religious movements, factors such as the
«uneven development policy» in the Pahlavi era and the clerics' specific attitude towards
development can be mentioned.

Keywords: Identity politics, religion, new religious movements, Islamic revival
movement, political development.

Introduction

The Islamic Revival movement in Iran was a movement that was formed during the Pahlavi
regime, and the reasons for the formation of this movement have been questioned by some
sociologists. One of these sociologists is Giddens. He tries to explain this movement with
the approach of identity politics. Giddens considers three factors to be effective in the
formation of new religious movements: 1-The process of secularization in society 2-Rapid
social changes 3-A sense of alienation from the mainstream of governance.

Among the various new religious movements, Giddens also mentions the Islamic Revival
movement in Iran. And he raises the question of how a traditional religion like Islam was
revived in a way that led to important political changes in the late twentieth century.

Therefore, the question is: From an identity perspective, what are the similarities and
differences between the Islamic Revival movement in Iran and the new religious
movements in the world, considering the social, political, and cultural conditions of the
Pahlavi era?
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Giddens says: New religious movements should be seen as a reaction against the process
of expanding freedoms and secularization. When the values, spiritual and moral concepts
of traditional religions are neglected in a society, and (formal) rituals replace them, “new
religious” movements may occur, (Giddens, 2013: 802)

During the Pahlavi era, the modernization of Iran was also accompanied by the
phenomenon of secularization. And because these measures were not in line with the
tradition and culture of the Iranians, the Islamic Revival movement was formed.

Giddens, citing some experts, considers ‘“new religious” movements to be the product of
rapid and rapid social changes. People establish «new religious» movements because they
have not yet found the necessary preparation to face these changes.

During the Pahlavi era, the efforts of the Pahlavi government, especially Reza Shah, to
develop Iran were extensive, multifaceted, and rapid.

Another factor in the formation of «new religious» movements is the sense of alienation
that individuals in a society have from the mainstream. Individuals in a society may not
have been marginalized materially They may be, but they feel spiritually and emotionally
alienated from the mainstream, in this situation they try to join religious individuals and
groups.

The Pahlavi government's efforts to develop Iran also caused most Iranians to experience
an identity challenge because they were based on the Western world's model of
globalization, because the teachings of Islam have influenced the culture and identity of
Iranians for years. A large number of Iranians felt alienated from the development of Iran
based on Western culture. Therefore, they sought refuge in religious individuals and
groups.

Differences

Although the formation of “new religious” movements in the world is an action against the
ruling political system, and has demands from the government, its goal is not to change the
political system. But the “Islamic Revival” movement in Iran wanted to change the ruling
political system. The reason for this is the imbalance in the Pahlavi government's planning
for the development of Iran. Abrahamian refers to it as “uneven development policy”,
although during the Pahlavi government, social and economic modernization took place.
However, in the field of politics, modernization did not take place.

. The clerics did not have an optimistic view of development planning in the Western style.
And they believed that the country's culture and indigenous conditions should be taken into
account for the country's progress. They considered the country's progress to be more a
return to cultural teachings based on the religion of Islam. And they wanted to change the
government, and create another government in line with Islamic culture. They also
considered the establishment of the Islamic Revival movement a religious and social
responsibility.

Conclusion

This research shows the similarities and differences between the Islamic Revival movement
and other new religious movements in the world. The Islamic Revival movement in Iran is
similar to the new religious movements in the world in some aspects: 1-Rapid social
changes, 2-A sense of alienation from the mainstream, 3-The process of secularization, and
it also has some differences: 1-uneven development policy (imbalance in development
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planning and the Pahlavi government's neglect of political development), 2-The specific
view of some clerics and religious intellectuals.

The clerics did not have an optimistic view of the modernization of Iran based on the
Western model and culture. And they considered the establishment of a religious
government as the way to progress in the country. Finally, in 1357 (A. H.), the Islamic
Revolution of Iran was victorious.
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