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Abstract

The present study aims to explicate the educational implications of mystical pedagogy
based on Sadra’s theory of knowledge by intensification (‘ilm ishtidadi) through a
descriptive-analytical method. Emphasizing the correspondence between the ontological
degrees of human existence and the gradational hierarchy of being, knowledge, truth, love,
felicity, and delight, Mulla Sadra, by means of ta’wil (spiritual hermeneutics), constructs a
renewed vision of the human being and the process of educating the soul.

In his system, the highest form of education is mystical education, which unfolds within
the existential-epistemic framework of intensificational knowledge aimed at the perfection
of the human soul. Throughout the pedagogical journey, the human learner ascends,
through the intensification of knowledge and meditative interpretation, to higher degrees
of being and truth, thereby attaining perception, felicity, and joy appropriate to those
existential levels.

The findings reveal that a mystical-educational model grounded in the Sadrian theory of
intensificational knowledge implies several key points: pedagogical pluralism, educational
justice, the mystic’s qualification for leadership of the virtuous city, a distinction between
mystical and ethical action, and the repudiation of violence.

Keywords: Mystical education, Educational implications, Gradational (intensificational)
knowledge, Mulla Sadra, Existential epistemology.

Introduction

The absence of a sound theistic worldview has led to widespread disorder in the realm of
values and produced deep inconsistencies within global systems of education. The lack of
an efficient pedagogical structure has in turn precipitated crises in moral and spiritual
education, resulting in numerous deviations from ethical integrity. Meanwhile, modern
humanity faces the proliferation of pseudo-mystical and quasi-religious movements, which
have provoked anxiety, familial conflict, and severe challenges to the religious faith of
societies—particularly among youth and adolescents.

Accordingly, it is necessary to extract an authentic form of Islamic mystical education
from the intellectual heritage of Muslim philosophers—one that is consonant with the
teachings of the Holy Qur’an, harmonized with the doctrines of the Infallibles (peace be
upon them) , in alignment with reason and innate human nature (fitra) , and grounded
upon firm metaphysical and ethical principles. Such a model must adequately meet the
spiritual, intellectual, and social needs of humanity in all dimensions of life.

This research, therefore, seeks to address the following questions:
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1. What are the foundational principles and structural elements of existential gradational
knowledge in the philosophy of Mulla Sadra?

2. How is mystical education conceptualized within Sadra’s thought, and what implications
does it carry?

3. How can these implications be explained and systematized in light of the theory of
intensificational knowledge?

Research Findings

Mulla Sadra defines education (tarbiya) as guiding a being toward its ultimate perfection
through a gradual process, and mysticism (‘irfan) as true knowledge—namely, divine and
metaphysical insight. Thus, mystical education, in his view, represents a graded spiritual
Jjourney (safar mushakkak) whose stages, principles, and components correspond to those
of the Four Journeys (al-asfar al-arba ‘ah) of the mystical path.

This form of education unfolds under the supervision of a spiritually accomplished mentor
(murabbt salik) , according to systematic planning based on theoretical and practical
mystical foundations, and through methods suited to the successive stages (manazil) of
spiritual wayfaring. Its telos is the attainment of gnosis and direct witnessing of the Divine
Reality, culminating in annihilation in God (fand’ fi Allah) and subsistence through God
(baga’ bi-llah).

The pedagogical journey thus leads the spiritual apprentice—from self-purification and
self-cultivation—to the moral and spiritual refinement of others.

Within Sadra’s epistemological framework, mystical education possesses several
implications which can be illuminated by the theory of intensificational knowledge:

Mystical training attains legitimacy through one’s comprehension of reality (haqiqa);
consequently, it acquires multiple levels corresponding to the gradations of truth itself. This
pluralistic view fosters respect for diverse perspectives and provides a platform for peaceful
dialogue among mystical and spiritual traditions.

Mystical education demands educational justice, ensuring that every seeker attains the
degree of existential perfection proportionate to their capacity and preparedness.

In Sadra’s intellectual system, the leadership of the Virtuous City (al-Madina al-Fadila) —
after the Perfect Human (al-insan al-kamil) —belongs to divine mystics who have
completed the Four Journeys, since he maintains that these journeys are not exclusive to
prophets but are also achievable by gnostic saints (awliya’ Allah).

Through the principle of the coextensiveness (musawaqat) of knowledge with the human
soul, being, truth, love, and felicity, ethical cognition is transmuted into mystical cognition,
and mystical stations (magamat) subsume the merely moral stages.

Moreover, a mystical pedagogy based on existential knowledge nurtures tolerance and
resilience toward diverse beliefs, reducing dogmatism and aggression, and inspiring mutual
respect, dialogical interaction, and peaceful coexistence among individuals and
communities.

Conclusion

1. The study proposes a form of mystical education compatible with other pedagogical
approaches, acknowledging the various degrees of mystical cognition and spiritual
formation manifest across human souls.
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2. Mystical education encompasses multiple levels, each corresponding to the ontological
constitution of human beings.

3. This model—rooted in the Qur’an, reason, and pristine human nature—is profoundly
practical and can be employed as an effective educational paradigm within contemporary
schooling systems.

4. Comprehensive and justice-oriented education, as a natural and inherent right of all
individuals, can only be realized when all dimensions of education—including mystical
development—are integrally included.

5. Integrating mystical education with creative thinking and love for both the Creator and
creation can greatly enhance the spiritual and philosophical understanding of children and
students.

6. Ultimately, mystical education can endow scientific knowledge with a value-oriented
and wisdom-centered character imbued with the spirit of justice.
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