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Abstract

The amazing gift of imagination is one of the most valuable human asséts and-the fotndation of the
Sufi language of the mystics. The works of the Sufi masters are filled with profound divine and
human thoughts in a language full of imagination. One of these greats is “Ruzbehan Baqli” whose
element of imagination has a special place in understanding his'system ofthought. ““Gilbert Durand”
is a contemporary French theorist in the field of imaginative eriticism who has done valuable work
in understanding imagination and classifying images into two major systems of imagination: daily
and nocturnal. In this study, we aim to present a new reading of imaginary figures in Ruzbehan's
Risalat-ul-Quds using a descriptive-analytical méthod and the“application of Duran's imaginary
theory. The findings of the study show.that dué to the author's mystical spirit and the educational
aspect of the work, there are many bipolar images in the textyin which the battle and conflict of these
images can be seen. In the Duran's reading, the most prominent imaginary images of Ruzbehan tend
towards the daily system of imaginationswith positive values, and ascending forms (such as the
kingdom, angels, the king,.the heavens,the sky, the mountain, ladder) and spectacular forms (such
as light, manifestation, beauty, beauty, bride, mirror, sun) are the most frequent images that
Ruzbehan's refuge is from decline and darkness to ascension and light; therefore, it has enabled the
author to control and overcome the fear of the passage of time and death.

Keywords: Gilbert Durand; Imagination, Ruzbehan Bagli, Risalat-ul-Quds.

Introduction

The avorks of Sufi sages are full of profound and wonderful divine and human thoughts and
teachings in a language full of imagination. One of these greats is Ruzbehan Bagli Shirazi (606-
522 AH), whe is one|of the Iranian Muslim mystics and one of the most famous and prolific
mystics, whose active element of imagination has a distinguished place in understanding his
system of thought. Today, one of the methods used to analyze texts is to utilize the ideas of
theorists who have presented its foundations in a specific way. Gilbert Durand (1921-2012) is a
contemporary French anthropologist and theorist in the field of imagination who has done
valuable work in understanding imagination and classifying images into two major systems of
diurnal and nocturnal imaginations in artistic and literary texts. Imagination in this research is not
in the sense of an imaginary image, but rather in the epistemological concept and the use of
symbolic and imaginary images of the world that the author creates in his work; therefore,
examining the creations and different worlds of each author contributes greatly to determining his
perspective and understanding of the world. Risalat-ul-Quds It is one of the profound and
important mystical works that Ruzbehan wrote in Persian, this valuable mystical-literary work, in
a language rich in imagery. And as the author acknowledges in the introduction to the book, it is
written in twelve chapters. Each chapter begins with beautiful Persian text and ends with Persian
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or Arabic couplets/quatrains and Arabic prayer phrases. He has many imaginary and symbolic
forms that serve as a platform for illustrating his observations and presenting his mystical
teachings; Ruzbehan played a significant role in the development of romantic mysticism and has
valuable works in this field. This research attempts to discover, analyze, and describe imaginary
figures in Rouzbahan Bagli's Risalat-ul-Quds after examining and extracting symbols and data,
relying on Gilbert Durand's imaginary theory.

Research Findings

The research findings show that due to the author's mystical spirit and the educational aspect of
the book Risalat-ul-Quds, there are many bipolar images in the text in which the battle and conflict
of these images can be seen. In the reading of Doran, the most prominent imaginary images of
Ruzbehan tend towards the daily poetic system of imaginations with positive valuation And
ascending forms such as the kingdom, angels, kings, heavens, sky, mountains, la
spectacular forms such as light, manifestation, beauty, beauty, bride, mirror, sun
frequent images that are the refuge of Ruzbehan from the fall and darkness towards
and light. Therefore, it has enabled the author to control and overcome the feas
time and death.

Conclusion

In Ruzbehan's Risalat-ul-Quds, with its cyclical imaginative readi
forms of the positive pole (ascending, spectacular, and separati dithe forms of the negative
pole (falling, dark, and animalistic), the poles with positive value iLafd prevail. The images

The ascending images evoke hope, ascension, and posifixity, and examining these images shows
that Ruzbehan was often in a good mood and that the death did not dominate her, and that
she was often able to control the passage ome her fear. In contrast to the
ascending images, the descending imagges'a used and are frightening images.

and overcome her fear, Ruzbehan also has a
pectacular symbols; the discussion of meeting,
manifestation, human love, and the issue ofi@estheticism (Ruzbehan's way) further confirms this.
, dark forms are used less frequently and such images are
ss frequently, and often, where Ruzbehan uses separating
images, they have a posi d lead to her victory, growth, and transcendence. In general,
i an's consciousness do not produce fear. The opposite of the

clear, direct, and multiple response in the

Cite this article: mi Anjiraki, S., Parnian, M., Jabri, S., & Sabzianpour, V. (2026). Analysis of
Imaginary Image the Risalat-ul-Quds by Ruzbehan Bagqli’s Shirazi Based on Gilbert Durand’s
Theory. Religions and Mysticism, 59 (1), 31-54. (in Persian)

Publisher: University of Tehran Press. Article Type: Research Paper
Authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights. Received: 8-Dec-2025
DOLIL:https://doi.org/10.22059/jrm.2026.407591.630709 Received in revised form: 29-Dec-2025

@ @ @ Accepted: 3-Feb-2026
Lm;; Published online: 22-Feb-2026



https://doi.org/10.22059/jrm.2026.407591.630709

™~ »)
YYVA-007Y: ol> LLG g w.l/,?l, v S
<3 % [ S s A b
YOA-EAVS 10, Suis Sl bL: 'bf)'&)l,j:; GBI ha iy :

A 5 bl (531l (5 (3o 39 (BT Aluwy 93 WS (61 yygaad Sl
Olyd pdo3
T 1900 s > 9 | "6y gt [T 03 3 owigo | g WS Blonn

el iyl olizile,S (g3l ol8zils « Slusl pole g lual 8u8Kasly  aw)ld sl g (4l 09,5 S (gemeatils .Y
sajad.gholami(@razi.ac.ir

Ol olzileyS (g3l o8zl ¢ Slusl pale o ilonl 8Szily ¢ b ol 5 b 09y cslutils ¢ Jgtune ddiuwsgs .Y
m.parnian(@fazi.ac.ir :aebl),

abll, ol eliile,S (gyly sily (Slusl pole 5 lonl 8Kl (yls Slodl 5 by gy lussls Y

s.Jabui(@razi.ac.ir
iaablly ol olzile)S (gly oliily ( Sluil pole g ilodl uSladlal  oye ool o @by 0gyS dliwl ¥
V.sabzianpourrazi.ac.ir

LXWES

o e g by celbblary 5 sl Siat) (clabla o Su BB 33155 5D Connge
laian 5y o 3 (S sl 55 31 sy 35 o SLbligead)] 5 sl 3l awilsl adgo ol M
Sy polao 313, L5 (il 2 0gglog oSl ol SR plls Sy )3 56 puaic &S Cansl (L)
Sl CMS lls g ligy S5 doglato 9353 glual izl g 55 Ly > o Cu (55 A8 g
I35 O 55 55 e 5 Mo oSBT Sy ) <ol 3l plos] (sl
gy > 0 o a3 o 5 ingy (sloaidly s B ey ol Al > s slociyge il 5
21 (3l (S0 5.3y N DA 315 3920 e 3 (S lemad 93 gl S ool 4t 55 g oNia B
Iy b i Mgy deiady, Mezo egiggldled Josls v jtincnyy g3 I 13 29 gm o0
Sy giobdy 058 (lowsl S olinaly Ao oSlo (ygzran) (2oye Sy § Cunl Cuito
gy oKl At (¢l inalonf (T il ugye sy Jlo oo 58 o) Sliles
5 o by Syag OIS 5 0 508AL el ke it Sl 5 e Cuoms &t (S 5 g
gt Ny go2 S

0ol Ay (o ey (55 jgd il b0lgas

Syl B (VF0) dig osailbioms 5 g S e Ol Sl o Syl (oM 3litad]
DEIY A1) 0% s 5 o3 g el 5 iy s L gy Lol Wy o LS

L = sals llio £ Oy ozl il )Ll dunnso : guisll
VFor/oa/\y :cdb,» el Lginmo (I8 ug (6ly 25 (o> 9 Cla 3>

VEe¥/ Ve oA 5,505k DOI: https://doi.org/10.22059/jrm.2026.407591.630709
AN SAVARVARY

TR
NI



mailto:dr.mparnian@razi.ac.ir
mailto:sajad.gholami@razi.ac.ir%0d
mailto:sajad.gholami@razi.ac.ir%0d
mailto:m.parnian@razi.ac.ir
mailto:s.jabri@razi.ac.ir%0d
mailto:s.jabri@razi.ac.ir%0d
mailto:v.sabzianpour@razi.ac.ir%0d
mailto:v.sabzianpour@razi.ac.ir%0d

1Fod ) & )lais g 5 oloeis 6,90 5 lixe 9 5 b0] Y

AdR0

555 31 Jlinges (S5 ) el 5 ) B8 5 5 cslojsel g oyl 5l slos aidguo golio L
Sl Oledane B)le 5l &S Cunl (B 2 OYY=F25) (53l i S Olooigy <3 ol 3l (S -]
Sl ool of SKitnnsl pllas S 3 1555 Jd puasie a8l (6)85 g 63l61 5 oy le zo 51 g
il 5l (650,00 g oo 0dlaiwl gte Julod (gly ST olrogud 3l (S 03gpel D)l
(P YAVN=Y oY) 0lhod puds ilon,S il Laseine Coygo a1y (ol Sl 45 Cudl (Bh3l3 e s
2ol (galb g Ji55 Calis 5 &S Cuwl Ji59 g (S9uljh polan 313y ipliilg ulih L
Cuwlodldplosl (sliadsyyl (sla)5" ool g (5 b (gio o ML o diljg) S50 doglaio 43 4
9 ples sl 00879 (Byme porida )3 Ay s JLApaoline 3 gl ol > Ji59
2 Osliteslis 5 i il oy culplis s Bl e G513 el oSl e Jls
3 5l prergliplea CELL § ()55 s )3 0Ny

dodie 3 Olaziey Oled) 4 48 Gl TBimnone 5 G000 3 (Agwsadl] Wlsl) o] Ales,
Ol Sl Jal (slm352 o Oy po 31 &S Al PL B3 s o 4 o S
Oby & g 5] )Ly 15 b1y (3l Sym eyl S (A Okej9) Canlaidgs Gl 9 S5
5 303 01585 ol SRS 2 i 2 Sl 3> ol 5 51 5o sl
Hbb oladls) cadolo oy oS Gl ol 7 5l 5 )18 ailiwlis .Calonds 4zilss o Ll
oo ALBIES Ol 033ls0 48w LS dodie 13 05)KS ledl &y pwadll Al (HbaSiay Voo
> OBy o o &5 b (i polas g el le iz O 08 o g8 gl 13 3,8 Lol
b g 35 o 5T )l Bl oyt sl o (VY YAS (s Glagigy) 1l le o33lsd 4,
b gladygo padll Al bbe 0L 0= pled Glatle g 2pe b (o)l (2by/ Con
l Slegiay oy sloojoel D) g lmosmline (6 gl 5yt 45 3l Slglyd cpoled g
gyl Caly]d die) oyl 3 (gieiyyl BT g anily alasle e JolSS )3 Sljun i 4
@aiS & ((lgd paby 55 4k 1 4SS L bnosls o baales gl sl g (awyye 3 me B 31y (5
13y i Glegjy ool Aoy 3 JUs (lacygo carogi g il

R 5 Ll

3 1555 4k 5 B Olaeigy Bldgo )BT (U ol glite sl Syg) L 5SS U]
u»J.nJ‘ ‘ULUJ) B)l))\) LSAA&B)J J.Qa,w.o U)yodd DM?[D.L;‘ (_SLQUA»))J l) L:'!l EW‘OM M?B 01)93

1. Gilbert Durand
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