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Abstract

This study offers a focused examination of how Moses Hayim Luzzatto (1707<1746)reinterprets
three foundational doctrines of Lurianic Kabbalah—tsimtsum (divine conttaction), shevirat ha-
kelim (breaking of the vessels), and tikkun (cosmic restoration)—within his ethical-mystical
system. In classical Lurianic cosmology, creation begins with the withdrawal of-divine light and
the subsequent shattering of primordial vessels, which scatter divine' sparks, throughout the
cosmos. Humanity’s sacred task is to recover and elevate these sparks to restore cosmic harmony.
Yet the precise degree of human participation remains ambiguous withinsthe original Lurianic
framework.

Luzzatto’s major innovation lies in transforming the human being from a passive element in the
divine drama into an active partner in the work of cosmic repair. Drawing on works such as
Derekh Hashem, Mesilat Yesharim, and 138.Openings of Wisdom, he systematises Lurianic
metaphysics into a rational-ethicale'structure. in »which every human action—fulfilling
commandments, engaging in prayer, studying Torah, and cultivating moral character—becomes
ametaphysical act that advances tikkun.

In his conception, tikkun_i$ both a cosmological process and an ethical obligation that shapes
individual spiritual growth, collective moral development, and the historical unfolding of
redemption. Through this synthesis of ethical praxis and cosmic myth, Luzzatto offers a coherent
and dynamic model of mystical thought. His reinterpretation redefines Kabbalistic tradition and
significantly influencesiater Jewish movements, including Hasidism and the Mussar movement.

Keéywords: A Reflection on the Concepts of Tzimtzum, Shevirat HaKelim, and Tikkun in
Luriani¢ Kabbalah and Their Ethical-Mystical Resonance in the Thought of Chaim Luzzatto".

Introduction

This study examines the transformation of Lurianic Kabbalah within the ethical-mystical thought
of Moses Hayim Luzzatto (1707—1746). Focusing on the doctrine of tikkun (cosmic restoration),
it explores how Luzzatto reinterprets central Lurianic concepts—tsimtsum (divine contraction),
shevirat ha-kelim (breaking of the vessels), and tikkun—and integrates them into a systematic
theological-ethical framework that centres on human agency, free will, and moral responsibility.

Lurianic Kabbalah posits that the divine withdrawal and subsequent shattering of vessels scattered
divine sparks throughout creation, entrusting humanity with their recovery. Yet the degree of
human involvement remains ambiguous in the original Lurianic cosmology. This tension
becomes the starting point for Luzzatto’s project. Through works such as Derekh Hashem,
Mesilat Yesharim, and 138 Openings of Wisdom, he recasts these mythic structures into a
philosophical system that merges mystical cosmology with rigorous ethical discipline.
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Research Findings
1. Reframing Lurianic Doctrine through Human Agency

Luzzatto shifts classical Kabbalah’s theocentric cosmology toward an anthropocentric vision,
positioning humanity as an active partner in divine creation. Maintaining the conceptual
architecture of Lurianic myth, he nonetheless reinterprets tikkun as an ethical vocation grounded
in human free will (bechirah chofshit).

Every ethical act—mitzvot, prayer, Torah study, and character refinement—operates as a
metaphysical intervention that releases divine sparks and advances cosmic rectification.
Conversely, sin halts or reverses this process. The metaphysical and moral dimensions of
existence thus become inseparable within Luzzatto’s system.

2. Ethical Praxis as a Mode of Cosmic Restoration

For Luzzatto, tikkun is simultaneously a cosmic imperative and a practical ethi
Mitzvot are not merely commandments but metaphysical mechanisms for repai
Even ordinary actions, when performed with proper kavvanah (intention), ¢
harmony.

3. Collective, Historical, and Messianic Dimensions of Ti

Luzzatto extends tikkun beyond individual spmtuahty i ollective and historical realms. In his
cosmic repair. The messianic
age emerges not as a miraculous rupture, b f humanity’s cooperative labour

with the divine.

1, pursuit of justice, cultivation of virtue—is
¢ healing. Ethical behaviour becomes historically

Human moral development—stru,
woven into the metaphysical traj
consequential.

4. Philosophical Systematisation and Early IModerm Context

ectual climate of early modern rationalism. His systematic and
in 138 Openings of Wisdom, integrates Kabbalistic
alism and post-Cartesian philosophical method.

Luzzatto’s project reﬂects
quasi-geometric _exposi

In this co i epts are reformulated into a philosophical-theological system
igi al logic, and ethical application—an early modern rationalisation of

Conclusion

This study concludes that Luzzatto’s reinterpretation of Lurianic Kabbalah marks a pivotal
development in Jewish mystical thought. He transforms a mythic cosmology centred on divine
processes into an ethically grounded vision that places human beings at the heart of cosmic
restoration.

By integrating metaphysical speculation with disciplined moral practice, Luzzatto constructs a
dynamic model of religious life in which:

e the human being is an indispensable collaborator in divine work,

e cthical acts carry metaphysical weight,
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e history itself becomes the scene of cosmic rectification.

This synthesis foreshadows later Jewish movements—such as Hasidism and the Mussar
movement—that similarly sought to harmonise mystical thought with ethical action. Luzzatto’s
system thus demonstrates the enduring adaptability of Jewish mysticism and its capacity to
address enduring questions of freedom, responsibility, and the human role in the cosmos.
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