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Abstract

The narrative of Iblis in Islamic-mystical texts, including Najm al-Din Razi’s Mirsad al-‘Ibad, is not
merely the retelling of a theological or moral event; rather, it possesses multiple layers of meaning that
open the way to new interpretive readings. Employing an analytical-interpretive approach grounded
in the philosophical hermeneutics of Hans-Georg Gadamer, this study rereads the narrative of Iblis in
Mirsad al-‘Tbad with a focus on such concepts as the “horizon of understanding,” “prejudice” (pre-
judgment), the “historicity of understanding,” and the “fusion of horizons.” The central problem
addressed is how Iblis, as an interpretive subject, becomes trapped within a fixed horizon of
understanding, and how this entrapment leads to the closure of understanding and, ultimately, to his
semantic—or hermeneutical—fall. The findings indicate that Iblis, relying on entrenched prejudices,
fails to remain open to the transcendent horizon of the divine and to enter into the process of interpretive
dialogue—a condition that results in the foreclosure of the horizon of understanding and the failure to
achieve a fusion of horizons, thereby blocking the possibility of attaining truth in the Gadamerian
sense. On this basis, the narrative of Iblis in Mirsad al-‘Tbad should be read not merely as a
representation of moral or mythological evil, but as an instance of hermeneutical arrogance and the
closure of the horizon of understanding. The originality of this study lies in shifting the focus of analysis
from theological judgments to the mechanisms by which understanding is formed, fixed, and
foreclosed, as well as in offering a hermeneutical reading of classical mystical narratives.

Keywords: Philosophical Hermeneutics, Hans-Georg Gadamer, Closure of the Horizon of
Understanding, The Narrative of Iblis, Mirsad al-‘Ibad.

Introduction

Islamic mystical literature, especially the didactic and exegetical works of the sixth and seventh
centuries AH, constitutes one of the most significant domains of meaning formation in the Islamic
intellectual tradition. These texts offer narrative and interpretive configurations of the relationship
between human beings and truth, as well as the possibility or impossibility of attaining meaning.
Within this tradition, symbolic narratives provide a space in which meaning is not fixed but emerges
through a historical, linguistic, and interpretive process. The narrative of Iblis is among the most
interpretively charged accounts, yet it has often been reduced to moral or theological categories of evil
and pride, thereby neglecting its underlying structure of meaning and logic of understanding.

In Mersad al- ‘Ebad, the narrative of Iblis moves beyond ethical explanation and unfolds as a gradual
and tension-filled process of meaning formation. Here, Iblis appears as an interpretive subject situated
within a specific horizon of understanding. The central issue, therefore, is not simple disobedience but
a rupture between knowledge and understanding: how can a being endowed with perception,
knowledge, and prior devotion fail to grasp the truth of divine vicegerency?

Before his refusal to prostrate, a form of incapacity emerges in confronting the unknown and the
horizon of mystery. This incapacity is articulated through the notion of the “heart” (del) as the locus of
meaning’s manifestation. Since the heart becomes intelligible only within an open horizon, Iblis's

inability to enter it results in the closure of his horizon of understanding. Thus, the problem is not an
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abrupt moral failure, but a gradual disturbance in the logic of understanding itself. This study
approaches the narrative of Iblis as a hermeneutic event and examines the formation, stabilization, and
closure of the horizon of understanding.

Research Findings

The analysis shows that the text establishes a horizon of meaning through the distinction between
“form” and “spirit,” positioning Adam’s truth beyond mere physical appearance. This horizon is never
fully open from the outset and already contains the possibility of interpretive closure in the encounter
with the unknown. Within this structure, Iblis's horizon of understanding is reductive and form-

oriented; despite recognizing Adam's physical structure, he remains confined to surface-level

perception and is unable to transform his interpretive horizon. His inability to enter the “heart” as the
site of meaning’s emergence indicates the closure of his horizon of understanding.

Accordingly, Iblis appears as a subject possessing structural knowledge but lacking intuitive
understanding, where conceptual recognition replaces access to truth and formal prejudice replaces
interpretive dialogue. His questions are also raised within a stabilized horizon and therefore fail to
suspend prejudice or enable a fusion of horizons. Consequently, his problem is not ignorance but the
inability to remain within the openness of questioning. The narrative trajectory shows that his horizon
of understanding begins with initial form-based perception, reaches a limit in the encounter with the
heart, becomes fixed through prior judgment, and ultimately results in hermeneutic closure and
downfall.

Conclusion

Based on the analysis, the narrative of Iblis in Mersad al- ‘Ebad should be understood as a hermeneutic
problem rather than merely an ethical one. His fall is not simply the result of moral transgression but
the consequence of a closed horizon of understanding and the stabilization of prejudgment. This
closure unfolds as a gradual process in which openness gives way to fixation. The invalidation of Iblis's

prior acts of devotion is not an external punishment but the collapse of the meaningful horizon of
religious action, since such action acquires significance only within an open relation to truth. Thus,
Iblis's fall can be understood as a “hermeneutic fall,” in which dialogue, the fusion of horizons, and

interpretive transformation become impossible. Ultimately, this study shows that philosophical
hermeneutics enables a new reading of Islamic mystical texts, in which Iblis is not merely a
metaphysical symbol of evil but a narrative articulation of the crisis of understanding and the failure of
dialogical meaning-making. In this sense, Mersad al- ‘Ebad raises the problem of understanding to a
fundamental hermeneutic level that remains open to contemporary interpretation.
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