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Abstract

The principle of al-Wahid (the One) is one of the demonstrated and foundational principles of
Islamic philosophy. According to this principle, nothing other than a single effect can emanate
from a simple cause that is one in all respects. This principle raises a fundamental question
concerning the identity of the first reality to emanate from the Necessary Being. Philosophers and
mystics have referred to this reality by numerous names and expressions. Although ‘Allamah
Hasan-Zadeh Amuli compiled a list comprising 81 names, this list neither claims to provide an
exhaustive enumeration of all possible expressions nor offers a systematic framework for
analysing the grounds of these names. The present study aims to reconstruct the ontological
identity of the first emanated being through an analysis of its modes of naming, to substantiate
and expand the existing list of names, and to elucidate their conceptual relationships. The study
employs a descriptive-analytical method based on a systematic examination of primary
philosophical, mystical, and hadith sources. Applying the criteria of unity of referent, relative
independence of naming, and explicit or reliably inferable attribution to the first emanated being,
94 names were identified and classified into seven conceptual categories. The findings indicate
that the diversity of these names does not derive from a plurality in the reality of the first emanated
being; rather, it results from differences in its aspects and ontological relations to the Source and
to the various levels of existence. The study further develops a conceptual framework for
explaining the relationship among the First Intellect, the Expansive Effusion, the Merciful Breath,
the Muhammadan Light, the ‘Ama’, and the Haba’.

Keywords: First Emanated Being, Principle of the One, Merciful Breath, Expansive Effusion,
Modes of Naming.

Introduction

The identity of the first emanated being constitutes one of the fundamental issues in Islamic
philosophy and mysticism. Given the demonstrated status of the principle of a/-Wahid within the
philosophical tradition of Islam, the primary concern of the present study is not to establish the
principle itself, but rather to identify the reality referred to in philosophical, mystical, and hadith
texts through a variety of expressions. The central question is whether such designations as the
“First Intellect,” the “Expansive Effusion,” the “Merciful Breath,” the “Muhammadan Light,” the
“‘Ama’,” the “Haba’,” and other titles refer to multiple realities or represent different aspects of a
single reality. The significance of this issue lies in the fact that, without an analysis of their
conceptual relationships, the dispersion of these terms may lead to the assumption that they
designate multiple subjects and may consequently obscure the coherence among philosophical,
mystical, and hadith-based frameworks. Accordingly, the present study seeks to reconstruct the
conceptual network underlying these names within a unified framework while establishing
criteria for their enumeration and validation.

Research Findings

A systematic examination of the sources demonstrated that, within the corpus investigated, 94
titles can be attributed to the first emanated being based on the established methodological criteria.
Of these, 13 titles were added in comparison with the well-known list of 81 names compiled by
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‘Allamah Hasan-Zadeh Amuli. These titles were classified into seven conceptual categories:
existential and effusive names; luminous and shadow-related names; merciful and breath-related
names; determinate and intermediary names; throne-related, scriptural, and epistemic names;
names associated with the Perfect Human and vicegerency; and specifically symbolic and
mystical names. This classification demonstrates that each category refers to the identity of the
first emanated being from a particular perspective: sometimes in terms of its existential
expansiveness and effusion; sometimes in terms of its luminous and shadow-like relation to the
Source and to lower levels of existence; sometimes in terms of the diffusion of mercy and the
manifestation of multiplicity; and sometimes in terms of its intermediary status, knowledge,
vicegerency, and manifestation of the Divine Names. Comparative analysis further indicates that
concepts such as the Expansive Effusion and the Merciful Breath primarily denote the effusive
and all-pervading aspect of existence; the First Intellect denotes the aspect of intellection and
emanation; and the Muhammadan Light denotes the aspect of manifestation and divine
representation. The ‘Ama’ and Haba’, in the framework of theoretical mysticism, likewise refer
to particular levels of determination and manifestation. Accordingly, the differences among these
terms should be interpreted in light of differences in aspects and modes of consideration rather
than as evidence for a plurality of their ultimate referent.

Conclusion

The findings demonstrate that, provided the scope of the sources and the criteria of enumeration
are precisely defined, the list of names attributed to the first emanated being can be extended
beyond previous compilations. Such an extension, however, does not constitute a claim to have
exhaustively enumerated all expressions found throughout the entirety of the Islamic intellectual
heritage. The 94 titles identified in the present study are, within the corpus examined and
according to the criteria of unity of referent, relative independence of naming, and explicit or
reliably inferable attribution, eligible for attribution to the first emanated being. The analysis of
the grounds of naming further demonstrates that the multiplicity of names is not incompatible
with the unity of the referent, since each designation reveals one of the ontological aspects and
relations of this reality. Accordingly, the first emanated being may be understood as a single
reality that has been described in different philosophical, mystical, and hadith-based traditions
through diverse expressions corresponding to the particular perspectives and conceptual
frameworks of each tradition. The principal contribution of this study, therefore, lies not merely
in increasing the number of identified titles, but in providing a systematic framework for
enumerating, validating, classifying, and explaining the ontological relationships among these
names.
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