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Abstract

The components of a certain "theology of the Promised Land" are discernible in the Hebrew Bible.
The authors have sought to trace this theology—which, naturally, underwent changes and
developments across different periods of biblical Judaism—from the formation of the idea of the
"Promised Land" in the narrative of Abraham to the destruction of the First Temple. According
to this theology, the God of history endeavoured to establish a model nation to serve as a guide
for other peoples. For this purpose, that nation needed to possess a land. However, the nation’s
settlement in the land is not capricious; rather, it conforms to the standards of divine justice: the
former inhabitants had committed corruption, and therefore they would be defeated by another
people. The settlement of this other people (the Israelites) in the land, and the continuation of that
settlement, is contingent upon adherence to the Law and the administration of justice. Hence,
whenever the people neglect these two, the land revolts, placing them on the verge of expulsion
and exile. From this biblical theology, it is inferred that the Zionist regime lacks religious
legitimacy, even if it employs religious metaphors, and that the path it has undertaken will lead to
its own downfall and ruin.
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Introduction

As is evident from biblical and extra-biblical sources, the people of Israel from the very beginning
of their formation were in search of a land for settlement. Among the extra-biblical sources, one
may refer to the discoveries related to the conquests of Pharaoh Memeptah (12th century BCE).
In these conquests, by the king's order, a commemorative stele was erected, in which, incidentally,
reference is made to the land of Canaan and its inhabitants, who are Israelites. This is the oldest
extra-biblical document in which the Promised Land is mentioned. The state of biblical sources,
however, is different. In the Hebrew Bible, the Promised Land is referred to explicitly and
repeatedly. Indeed, the Promised Land is one of God's three promises to Abraham (Genesis 12:1),
and from then on, it emerges as one of the most significant biblical ideals and aspirations. As
Brueggemann has noted, the covenant that YHWH makes with Abraham for the grant of the land
is not merely YHWH's covenant with a people, but rather His covenant with a people concerning
a specific place. This inquiry endeavors, in accordance with the narrative of the Hebrew Bible and
the trajectory its authors have adopted in recounting figures and periods, to trace the story of the
Promised Land from the very inception of this idea to the destruction of the First Temple in 586
BCE, so that the components of the "theology of the Promised Land" in biblical Judaism may be
elucidated.

Research Findings

According to the narrative of the Hebrew Bible, the components of the theology of the Promised
Land gradually took shape across various periods. In the age of the Patriarchs, the promise of the
land was first given to Abraham in a general form, and then, with the delineation of boundaries
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and the performance of ritual-legal ceremonies in Genesis 15 and 17, it assumed a more complete
form. This promise was perpetuated through Isaac and Jacob, and in the time of Joseph, it was
transmitted to subsequent generations through testamentary disposition. In the age of the Exodus
and the Wilderness, the promise of the land became intertwined with two foundational events:
national redemption from Egyptian bondage and the revelation of the Law at Sinai. In
Deuteronomistic thought, settlement in the Promised Land was made conditional upon obedience
to the Law, and disobedience would result in expulsion and exile. The period of conquest under
Joshua's leadership demonstrated the concrete realization of the promise, yet at the same time, it
constituted a test of the people's fidelity; as the episode of Achan at Jericho and the cyclical pattern
of sin and punishment in the Book of Judges demonstrate, "taking possession”" stands in
opposition to "receiving," and covetousness leads to expulsion and homelessness. In the age of
the monarchy, the retention of the land was contingent upon justice and adherence to the divine
covenant. The disobediences of Saul and David showed that even the king is not immune from
the Law. Finally, the prophets (Amos, Hosea, [saiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Micah) warned that
injustice and idolatry defile the land and lead to the fall of the kingdoms and the destruction of the
First Temple in 586 BCE. Overall, the findings indicate that the Promised Land is a "conditional
gift," and the continuation of settlement therein is contingent upon adherence to the Law and the
administration of justice.

Conclusion

In this paper, we have attempted to infer, from amidst the tales and narratives of the Bible, the
components of a perspective that we have termed the "theology of the Promised Land." According
to this theology, the land is God's gift to a people whom He chose to be a model of religious-
ethical existence. The grant of the land, of course, is not capricious, but rather accords with divine
justice and results from the wickedness of the former inhabitants and the merit of the later
inhabitants. The land is also not neutral, for the God of the land and its true Owner is not neutral
(ethical monotheism). Indeed, God has defined certain prerequisites for attaining the land and for
the continuation of settlement therein (the Mosaic Law). This is precisely why we observe that
whenever the Israelites neglected these prerequisites, they were ultimately defeated, exiled, and
lived in dispersion. Having completed the delineation of the theology of the Promised Land, we
turned to an evaluation of the Zionist regime. In the first instance, we demonstrated that the
formation of this regime resulted from specific developments that transformed the face of the
world in the twentieth century; therefore, its establishment should not be regarded as an instance
of the theological model of the land (the wickedness of the former inhabitants on the one hand,
and the religious-ethical merit of the later inhabitants on the other). Indeed, on the basis of the
theology of the Promised Land, the formation of the Zionist regime can be challenged and deemed
religiously illegitimate (from the perspective of biblical Judaism). Furthermore, on the basis of
the theology of the Promised Land, it can be asserted that the Zionist regime has taken a path
contrary to the Mosaic Law; thus, it stands in opposition to the will of the God of history and will
bring about its own decline and destruction.
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