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Abstract

There are various conceivable connections between religion and gender, stemming from
either opposition or support for gender roles as prescribed in sacred texts. In the Bible,
particularly in the letters of Paul, some passages delineate gender hierarchies, where men
are placed in a higher social rank than women. Today, within Christianity, there are
different approaches to these passages, some of which are expressed with social aims and
objectives in mind. Among these is the consolidationist approach, which seeks to legitimize
and solidify traditional gender roles, viewing a literal interpretation of sexual concepts as
the most effective means of countering secular and anti-religious movements. Additionally,
there is the tactical approach, which, while adhering to the foundational spiritual structures
derived from the Bible and distancing itself from radical feminism, advocates for internal
religious changes. This article elucidates the key tactics of the tactical approach, with an
emphasis on the theories and practices of the Episcopal Church, which include: justifying
seemingly misogynistic passages of the Bible, employing a hermeneutics of recuperation,
highlighting positive female figures, defining God without a specific gender, granting
women clerical positions, and establishing organized women's groups.
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Introduction

There are various conceivable connections between religion and gender, stemming from
either opposition or support for gender roles as prescribed in sacred texts. Christianity, as
the world's largest living religion, faces the challenge of reconciling religion and gender
more than any other. Among Christians, there are two major approaches to confronting the
gender roles depicted in the Bible:

A. Consolidation Approach: This approach seeks to reinforce and legitimize the existing
gender structure in the Bible. Its primary motivation is to counter liberal cultural
movements.

B. Tactical Approach: The tactical approach attempts to interpret the existing gender roles
in the Bible while maintaining a commitment to the sacred text. Since advancing the
objectives of this approach requires specific tactics and planning, it is referred to as the
tactical or strategic approach. One of the most prominent Christian denominations in this
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regard is the Episcopal Church in North America. This article elaborates on the tactical
approach with reference to the activities of this church.

Research Findings

The tactical approach has chosen a practical strategy in addressing what is perceived as the
patriarchal structure of the Bible, which includes several tactics: The first and most
significant challenge for the tactical approach is the seemingly misogynistic passages of
the sacred text. The Bible contains statements that explicitly reinforce patriarchy, but the
tactical approach strives to interpret them within their appropriate historical context.
Advocates of this approach emphasize that Jesus Christ never assigned a subordinate role
to women; on the contrary, he always treated women equally to men. In this view, male
dominance over women is neither God's original design for creation nor a punishment for
women's original sin, but rather an injustice and deviation brought about by church
authorities. The second tactic involves using the hermeneutics of recuperation, a method
that, through theological frameworks, recovers and highlights specific figures and models
in the sacred text. In other words, great women in Christianity and even in other religions
like Judaism and Islam are mentioned to demonstrate that the activity or strength of women
in religions has been validated, and modern women can find possibilities for agency by
following these models. The third tactic emphasizes the non-gendered nature of God.
Unlike the opposition approach, which is advocated by radical feminists who introduce
God as feminine or a goddess, the tactical approach emphasizes God's lack of specific
gender. The fourth tactic underscores the presence of women in church ranks and positions,
advocating that women should rise to the episcopal rank, beyond just assisting in religious
services. The final tactic involves the creation of women's groups, where women gather to
discuss theological issues and their roles.

Conclusion

In the context of Christianity, approaches to the gender roles prescribed in the Bible have
varied. The tactical approach has sought to take a middle ground, adhering to the Bible
while also mitigating the perception of women as subordinate. Theoretically, this approach
has tried to correct the mistaken interpretation of the Bible as being misogynistic,
particularly by focusing on the life of Jesus Christ. Additionally, it has endeavored to
highlight positive female models in the Bible, including prophetesses and women who
played active roles in spreading Jesus' evangelical message. Moreover, rather than
introducing God as feminine, it presents God as being beyond any specific gender.
Practically, this approach believes that women should not only participate in church
ceremonies and serve as assistants but also attain leadership positions within the church,
such as priests and bishops, as has been realized in the Episcopal Church. In this vein,
women’s associations based on biblical structures have been established, facilitating the
recovery of women's roles in sacred texts through effective social participation.
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