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Abstract

"Existential thinking, as a type of non-conceptual knowledge, involves a journey from
falsehood to truth and from the outward to the inward, and in its essence, interpretive
knowledge seeks to refer forms and appearances to their origin, inwardness, and reality.
On the other hand, in the view of great thinkers, art is neither a representation of the external
world nor an object of aesthetics but rather the revelation and emergence of truth. If we
consider authentic art as the 'unveiling of truth' and 'something that opens a world,' then
authentic art will be a kind of genuine openness and revelation of existence, and the artist
is someone who manifests existence in their work. Accordingly, what the artist reveals in
their art, if approached through the method of interpretation and unveiled, discloses a
specific world to us and allows us to progress from the outward appearance of the artistic
work to the inwardness of art—namely, the truth of existence and its inward
manifestations—to take a step closer to the truth. Therefore, art is accompanied by pre-
existing knowledge and insight, which serves as a ladder of knowledge for its practitioner.
Authentic art, as something that reveals an aspect of truth, can be discussed in the context
of mysticism, especially the mysticism of Ibn Arabi. Since an ascending and cognitive
journey from the outward to the inward lies at the core of this art, it also constitutes a form
of existential-presential knowledge. This research has been conducted through a library-
analytical method."

Keywords: Existential thinking, authentic art, symbolism hermeneutics, artistic cognition,
Ibn Arabi.

Introduction

In contrast to metaphysical-conceptual cognition, which operates within the confines of
representational logic and preexisting categories, existential thinking seeks to unveil
hagiga al-wujud (the truth of being) through a hermeneutic ascent from zahir (the outward)
to batin (the inward). Within the mystical framework of Ibn Arabi, art transcends aesthetic
formalism and the imitation of sensory reality, functioning instead as an ontological
unveiling (tajalli) of divine truth. In this context, authentic art serves as a magam (spiritual
station) through which both the artist and the contemplative observer journey toward qurb
al-haqq (proximity to the Real). This research interrogates the epistemological and
ontological dimensions of art as conceived in Ibn Arabi’s cosmology, emphasising its
hermeneutic and symbolic character, and situates it within the broader discourse of ilm al-
asrar (knowledge of mysteries) and hikmat al-wujud (wisdom of being).
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Research Findings
1. Existential Thinking and Ontological Disclosure in Art

Within Ibn Arabi’s metaphysical schema, art is not merely a craft (Sana'a) but an act of
ontological disclosure that reveals the asrar al-haqiqa (secrets of reality). The artistic
process mirrors the mystical ascent (mi‘raj) wherein the veils of multiplicity (hijab katara)
are lifted, allowing the tajalliyat (theophanies) of the Real to manifest through symbolic
forms. This alignment situates art as an integral praxis of ma rifa dhatiyya (self-
knowledge).

2. Imagination and Hermeneutics of Symbolism

The alam al-mithal (realm of imaginal forms) emerges as the barzakh (isthmus) between
the sensory and the intelligible. Ibn Arabi’s notion of khayal (creative imagination) is
pivotal in transforming abstract meanings into concrete yet symbolic forms that demand
ta 'wil (esoteric interpretation). This ta 'wil allows the contemplative subject to pierce the
metaphorical surface of the work and uncover its ontological roots in the asma’ wa sifat
(Divine Names and Attributes).

3. Art and the Divine Names

In Ibn Arabi’s cosmology, the universe is an expansive ayat (sign) of the Divine Names,
and artistic creation mirrors this ontological principle. Authentic art, as a manifestation of
the Divine fajalliyat, reflects the interplay of asma al-jalal (Names of Majesty) and asma
al-jamal (Names of Beauty). The artist, through a state of spiritual purification and
annihilation (fana) in the Real, produces works that either guide the observer toward
tadhakkur (remembrance of God) or, conversely, manifest veils of separation when aligned
with asma’ al-gahr (Names of Wrath).
4. Transformative Dynamics of Artistic Reception

Authentic art possesses quwwat al-sulukiyya (spiritual transformative power) that enables
the contemplative observer (muta ‘ati) to engage in an ascensional movement akin to the
artist's suluk (spiritual journey). Through istikhraj (unveiling) and resonance with the
work's symbolic structure, the observer transitions from tajalli e Zahiri (outer theophany)
to tajalli e Batini (inner theophany), culminating in the attainment of ma‘rifa huduriya
(immediate knowledge).

Conclusion

In the mysticism of Ibn Arabi, art is an ontological and epistemological locus of unveiling,
situated within the broader dialectic of fanzih (transcendence) and tashbih (immanence).
As an instantiation of existential thinking, authentic art reveals the unity (wahdat al-wujud)
underlying multiplicity through ta’wil and symbolic ascent. The act of creation and the
contemplative encounter with art constitute transformative movements of unveiling (kashf’
al-mahjub), making art a profound expression of ilm ladunni (divinely bestowed
knowledge). Authentic art thus emerges as a non-conceptual magam al-ta ‘rif (station of
unveiling) and a hermeneutic mi ‘raj (ascension) toward the Real.
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