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Abstract

Madhyamika is one of the Mahayana schools that has created a new epistemological and
ontological horizon in Indian and Buddhist thought by proposing the theory of "Emptiness"
(Shunyata). "The phenomenon of Mind" is one of the practical components that the
philosophers of the school have included in their fundamental concerns, the analysis of
issues related to it; however, independent study of this issue has been neglected to some
extent from the perspective of researchers. Therefore, the present research is based on the
question: first, what is the meaning of the Emptiness of Mind? And second, based on what
evidence and on which meaning does Madhyamika insist on the illusion of the Mind and
its intentionality? Research findings indicate that the Madhyamika tries, in one respect, to
demonstrate the unreality of the Mind and its signifiers through various arguments,
including the negation of the source of knowledge (object), the demonstrating of the
unreality of the Mind (subject), and the inexplicability of what is called mental knowledge;
although, based on their claim to the dual aspects of reality, a). Samvrti-satya (relative
reality) and b). Paramartha-satya (absolute reality), one can also conclude that its thinkers
accept the relative reality of the Mind. Furthermore, from the perspective of this school,
according to the dual assumption of reality, one can speak of two types of knowledge. The
highest kind of knowledge in this school is Prajna, which is assumed to be another title for
Shuniyata, and its actualization is possible only by going beyond mental knowledge and
relative reality.
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Introduction

Like many other schools of thought, Buddhist schools have faced the problem of the Mind
in various ways, and this confrontation includes a wide range of patterns, from complete
acceptance to absolute denial. Madhyamika, literally meaning "follower of the middle
way", is one of the Mahayana Buddhist philosophical schools that tries to show, in one
respect, the unreality of the Mind and its intentionality through various proofs.
Denomination of this school as "the middle way" is because it does not entirely agree with
the Upanishads' Essentialism, nor does it fully accept the theory of Sutrantika's
Representationism, and beyond that, it tries to prove Emptiness (Shunyata), and basically
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"Suchness" (Tattahgata), as the middle way and the only negative concept that expresses
the fundamental reality. Therefore, the present research is formed based on this issue.
Madhyamika is based on what evidence and according to which credibility speak of the
illusory of the Mind and the unreality of the empirical world? What are Madhyamika's
epistemological foundations in this claim?

Research Findings

Madhyamike has always refrained from issuing definitive and unilateral rulings, and in a
position of reasoning and expression, it is more in favour of relativism. However, some
proofs implicitly say that the reality of the empirical world, as shown by the Mind and its
perception of its nature, is purely based on illusion, ignorance, and negligence. In addition,
the relations subjectively established between objects have no factual basis and are only
the results of thoughts caused by the Mind.

The research findings also indicate that Madhyamika, through various opposing arguments,
such as the denial of the source of knowledge, the denial of the law of causality, the
inexplicability of the tools of knowledge, and the soteriological invalidity of what is called
mental knowledge, tries somehow to show the unreality of the Mind and its significances.
Although, according to their beliefs in the dual areas of reality, a). Samvarti-satya (relative
reality) and b). Paramartha-satya (absolute truth), it can be concluded that the Mind's
relative reality is accepted by its thinkers.

From the Madhyamika point of view, the best ontological description of the Mind is based
on the idea of Emptiness. Emptiness can be called non-thing, derived from the Buddhist
doctrine of No-Self or Anatman. Although the sharp blade of this theory strikes at the root
of conventional human perceptions of reality, which itself is created by the Mind,
Madhyamika also concludes the relative reality of the Mind and the object based on the
invention of the ontological principle of pretty-samut-pade (mutual dependence of things).
The philosophers of this school present the illusory, relative, subjective and fictitious reality
of the world under the title of Samsara. Still, in another way, they infer the Emptiness and
illusion of the real world and call it Nirvana. At the same time, they claim that Samsara
(phenomenal world) is the same as Nirvana (absolute silence) and that the two form the
main dialectical foundation and provide the opportunity for the emergence and presentation
of truth.

Conclusion

Even though, at first glance, Madhyamika may seem like a mere philosophical system,
from an analytical and critical point of view, it becomes clear that this school is essentially
a soteriological faith and relies on the distinction of "illusion of consciousness" from "true
awareness", relative reality (samvarti-satya) from actual reality (paramartha-satya) and also
by showing the illusion of the Mind and what the Mind shows in a veiled way, it seeks to
clarify the foggy cognitive space of man as much as possible, and also it wants to bring the
audiences back from the painful exile of the Mind (cheetah) to its true home, which is called
"Shunyata", "Nirvana" and "Tathagata" in this school. In addition, this school's statements
about Shunyata can be seen as a description of what the Buddha briefly stated in the form
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of the Four Noble Truths under the title of "suffering and the ways to transcend it"
(salvation).

The term "Shunyata" when it is used in the case of "Mind" more than implies that the Mind
is an illusion or a lie; it signifies that the Mind is devoid of a stable substance (anatman/non-
self), the indescribability of the essence of the Mind, its lack of absolute determination, the
unreality of what the Mind is focused on (the brain, the body, and the physical world), that
the Mind as we know it is only subject to causes. It also implies the Emptiness of the logical
system and human mental arguments that are based on immediate perception (pratyaksha),
inference (anumana), and testimony (agama).
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6, samvrti-satya

7. paramartha-satya
8, apara-jnana

%, para-jnana
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10 Atoms in void or vacuum’ of Democritus
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11, conceptual phenomenon
12, pratityasamutpada



20 Weamdlo dduld jo 405 oy

S el (23 295 &y aadly (352 Sl 308 5 oS (8 3925 Wiailid sy Y5 4 A8l
53 g o b (@D Cadgrse O apinl 3l 9 O sl 5 Iy (S
oty plo dod Gludy (23 ST 5 Cunl (B8lgyed ol sl Jin ol Cgadly ol ()le
(Feuerstein, 1993: 487) .l (450 B3 O ey ] il 395 b ol 3 136

Solano (2345 plmodody dad § (483 3)90 )3 Ul o o ]y (azee pie) chiog (U 4l
2 e Y0555 e GBS (Sp omlb chale sl Sl o 4 1ns 0 4 uledl 4
A .0)l0 dgg S Hlgi o 45 L)ld 3959 CiS (g o 4 s g (2D laodly 4 s
Glo 50k (s 9 (03 Slaody 390 )3 3929 318 03l Gla &y pae 31805 (e
oyl (Santina, 1995: 42) siwws cpewly Cdyme AlSL gycpl 3l 5 0355 dnge g
(o Cpizmad (M dxe (GSoded 4y Siualy 53 bl sbxlh g 4 &S 00bgolols Sy
el zadly g on 4 Sl Slon S Hlisla o g sl (Lrodpy dods sy Liio
o 4S8 Jb gl oo (63526 5 el 9 Sl g b g S8 5] s 5 0 BB oy 61,
sl (Bagig) gazeo Mo bl 45 3llae Cadly plio 13 g Cal 150 3,00,k 365 Sle it
AYAY (OLD) plagsl & g Cands Jlgy 5 ¢jolo & g Canmds ioldy 5 ¢ J28 & g Conds Jelb @5
A¥YY Nz

Pl )

Lol gy iy | dandd olKiod S5 18,0 aSininlo sl Ko algl 3,553 3 4T o) 4y )
5 ol Slliblons _oolye o 3 o oyl 45 S5 oo oy (0l g el g i )
Cadly 3l (40 Syged) (s CinBly gyl (2B ) (BT a3l 4S5 L
and o LS ol ISy 5 4l g (43 g5 (131> LS L 35 g (4xbaileyy) st
3y b nlss o 5 Gl Gl sgllae (pme gliad juin a2y0 ilopsby) 0 )0
(Basgin ciSo cpl )0 bMasl & 2e8 L dids g 4 (Lux) ) jsledy oBauas
Olgieo |y basad 8,50 o pl Glo cgyopl 31 010,550 gds oo 00000 «4'5,[:.‘;» 5 (Llgy0n
Sl sloely g 20,0 Olgie Cos aB)len ddpir glis B )3 139) 45 Cansly (Sl Junads

29203y Ol Jloalay (6B 9 ©lo) (ol 3l 53y
plio Joleo Cdymo £ pyip Gloie 4 (Lalp @Suoisle 03/ awdd oK plo ¥
Colw il dos )0 g Jie dgaome sl late 5 (3 Clgs 5l ()l g Bl pil (s>
Sagsl g (3 goge 3 sledl O Sl ()l Do Slgallosle Llgie 4 (Sers LS 2
Al 18 (SIa/ gyl Wle) 0 )luows 4 cholaxe  iBymo gaw p3 1) Slusl ()] & sl
Aalgs axlge Jic g o Ol clyg 5l g 8l )3 d CaBly b ool ()] 3K, 51 48 0l



’for",o")s;)[a.«ﬁ;pmj a%o};d‘bjﬁ)ﬁjdéd/ \dd4

bt/ wlayss 18 yme Colis 1> sl Sl b o Sud oo 31 2ol 3y 4T b o
I3 S 3 BT il o e sl olus] g oladely (eSle/ i, Wle)
o Jlsy o Saly pas (4515 baggls Lialyy oS plie) (o Lo o sLiYl o) 255
A anlgs cargo ly o Jliel g Slads s lon plagdl (423 laamsloy 5| oL

ol yuano (S Aol by ooy 3l B td Chogd ik aSuendle o8k 3] LY
ol 58 &5 48 ol Gl L 5= b0l 5l 485y, 398 4 wali 528 e |y (S
sl y2d sy 348 a5 W55 o Cikadly 31 il Gylaie (lacuislayy iy 4y dind & )l
o5 o |y o 5y s Bl izl (S (53allS s bguds ol 1 4Scaislo o
Olgie 3 ) Qe ylsel g (a3 (o pgrge Clally il gl 2)S o0
h odbaalay (Bly Ol wag 9 W oS el 4 Ll S o 5las 0)lunews
lad ((6)ass W) oo 135 oo o3l aSTT o cobi_so layss |y o 5 435 o bzl
5 998> Jlome g im0 J:S3 ]y (Sl (Lol a4y 5 O g sl (3llao igols) il
WS (o0 o], 3]) s iled

i gl g Olo plio )3 9 03,5 jlil 0)lgen 4S5 (ool P8 jgio 5] aSaiole ¥
@75 Ol Caadly S o Tougl (uly ply Jlo o) b sl (S 850
Joer congi 53y o s 393 Cimlo j) (05 Ll g a0 |y O 523 <8 gt
Sliao 386 gl o s i ysboy LoVl oy 45 S oyl 52 1938 ol i
Cawl o33 31 (b IS8 155 1 s g a8l

4 55 o Nl g o 4y Cholane oy Azl g 585 (@dgr 0 Sl )3 gy 8L D
558 iy 31 A5 )le 45 5,8 o il sl 3 STyl b5 s 5B 5) md celmodl
g o Sl g8 ol dad (63310 «6)S3035 Sl |y 3uiin ] b5 28Lslay s ST,
5 bl whaso Cjles den (o @5 & sl gy g basl jlel 31 193 ) 395 oS oIS
lo aSS] aSSTot js 3y o0 Jlio (g9 aislo s (sl p dlgni (g Lol o SBb (gl lidy plos
4 Oz |y (0050 5 () Jxb 93 (ol (G150 9 5 (G030 uog plio )3 ol o)
5 ol 4 (58 BB LanleS SVl () S o Ll 51 81 o8l 065 oS on
sl (2 polans] b Glgiea, )Sb8 > 9 b

E50 b w0 aSSl 5l )3 g o 00,54 (23N 350 40 &S oS Sips g Mol £
‘(;9$—43/L}o;5l31) Gl s 3l oed o yle bl by SV pd (g
Gl O & Gglane (03 azdl (3¢ (Bly (O s yia pde (@ SIS (g pbchuog
6 onl e Bgbsa bpo mruoliss go 8 59501 (3 il (o3 Oler 5 O c50)



\24 Weamdlo dduld jo 405 oy

D)1 IV iy o g0 (LIT) o155 (Blogi) gl



’for",o")s;)[a.«ﬁ;pmj a%o};d‘bjﬁ)ﬁjdéd/ YA

&b

4539y 10IR5 S sS Sy Sozme do2 S b § puidgo ((VYVA) s cguuinl
«

el 5 Lol oSl 8 o la S 3l5,bob

100 )l gpud Ao (Jol Al w02 g By andd 7 8 ((VYAY) (Jbgy (Gl ST,
sy g ole Lol

yeSyol 1015 i add (\guiSie g LD ((VYAY) gyl (KL

5 4Seadle (g e 93 53 (lboon Wluse duglie (VWAA) ize < Sloyy 5 M o alldes

References

Abdulahi, Leila and Zarwani, Mojtabi (2019). Comparison of the issue of
«salvation» in the two Buddhist schools of Madhyamika and Shin-shu-judo,
Subcontinental Studies, 36, pp. 157-174. [In Persian]

Baldovin, John (1993). «Epistemology«, in Encyclopedia of Religion, Editor:
Mircea eliade, New York: Macmillan.

Carpenter, Amber D. (2014). Indian Buddhist philosophy, London: Published
by Rutledge.

Chatterjee, Satish Chandra, and Datta, Drindra Mohan (2014). Introduction of
Indian philosophical schools, translated by Farnaz Nazerzadeh Kermani,
Qom: University of Religions and Denominations. [In Persian]

Dasgupta, Surendranath, (1952). A history of Indian philosophy, New York:
Cambridge at university.

Edelglass, William, and Garfield, Jay (2009). Buddhist philosophy (essential
reading) , New York: Oxford university press.

Emmanuel, Steven M. (2013). A companion to Buddhist philosophy, A John
Wiley& Sons, Ltd Publication.



¥£4 Weamdlo dduld jo 405 oy

Feuerstein, Georg (1993). »Pratitya-Samutpaday, in Encyclopedia of Religion,
Editor: Mircea Eliade, New Yok: Macmillan.

Hiriyanna, M. (1949). The essentials of Indian philosophy, London: George
Allen& Uniwn LTD Publication.

Homans, peter (1993). «Freud Sigmundy in Encyclopedia of Religion, Editor:
Mircea Eliade, New York: Macmillan.

Hopkins, Jeffery (1983). Meditation on emptiness, Boston: Wisdom
publication.

Izutsu, Toshihiko, (1999) ., Sufism and Taoism, translated by Mohammad
Javad Ghohari, Tehran: Rozane. [In Persian]

Julian, Janes (2008). The origin of consciousness in the collapse of the two-
dimensional mind, translated by Khosro Parsa, Tehran: Nei Publishing. [In
Persian]

Kalupahana, David J. (1933). Mulamadhyamika-karika of nagarjuna (The
philosophy of middle way) , Delhi: Jainendra prakash jain at shri jainnendra
press.

Komito, David Roos, (1987) Nagarjunas seventy stanzas (A Buddhist
psychology of emptiness) , Canada: Snow lion publication.

Laumakis, Stephanj (2008). An introduction to Buddhist philosophy, New
York: Cambridge at university.

Li cheng, Hsueh, (1982). Nagarjunas Twelve Gate Treatise, Vol. 5, London:
Reidel publishing company.

Nagao, Gadjin M. (1991). Madhyamika and Yogacara (A study of Mahayana
philosophies) , New York: State university of New York Press.

Ozkan, Cuma, (2013). A comparative analysis: Buddhist madhyamaka and
daoist chongxuan (Two fold mystery) in the early tang, University of lowa, pp.

618-720.

Radhakrishnan, S. (1956). 2500 years of Buddhism, India: New Delhi press.

Radhakrishnan, Sarupali (2003) , History of Eastern and Western Philosophy,
first volume, translated by Khosrow Jahandari, Tehran: Elmi va Farhangi
Publications. [In Persian]

Santina, Peter Della, (1995) Madhyamika schools in India, Delhi: Banarsidass
publishers.

Schumann, Hans Wolfgang (1996). Buddhism (Teaching pattern of Buddhist
Schools) , translated by A. Pasha'ei, Tehran: Firouze. [In Persian]



’for",o")s;)[a.«ﬁ;pmj aL,zg@,mQLa}.c,d@a/ fvo

Searle, John R. (2002). Mind, brain and science, translated by Amir Diwani,
Qom: Bostan-e-Kitab. [In Persian]

Shaygan, Dariush (2004) , Religions and Philosophical Schools of India,
Tehran: Amirkabir. [In Persian]

Siderits, Mark and Katsura, Shoryu) 2013). Nagarjunas middle way, Boston:

Wisdom publications.

Wallace, W. (1999). Parallels in the philosophies of advaita Vedanta,
Madhyamika buddhism and kabbalah, New York: university press.



	مقدمه
	پیشینۀ تحقیق
	نفیِ ذهن بر پایۀ نفیِ منبع ‌شناخت
	نفی ذهن برپایۀ نفی قانون علیّت
	واقعیّت و انواع آن
	واقعیّت نسبی/اعتباری ذهن
	نتایج
	منابع
	References

