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Abstract

From the beginning of time to the present, man's most significant concern has been to solve
the mystery of death in a way that makes it possible to distinguish humans from animals
by predicting death and the afterlife; as a result, this can also be seen in the earliest myths
of humanity. The construction of the majestic Pyramids of Egypt and other opulent
monuments further supports this assertion.

The attitudes and beliefs of four Middle Eastern mythological categories—Mesopotamian,
Egyptian, Hebrew Bible, and Zoroastrian—about and after death are reported, examined,
and contrasted in this article. This article aims to address issues like whether death is a
natural part of human existence or if it has become accidental. Who is the one who created
death? God, man, or the evil power of the cosmos? Does dying have to be a pleasant or
unpleasant experience? What qualities do heaven and hell have in these myths? Who was
the first victim of murder or death? In the other world, are all people or only a few judged?
How is the resurrection judgment carried out, and who are the judges? While the myths of
Egypt and Aryan Zoroastrianism, despite the geographical coexistence of their adherents,
don't have many similarities, a comparative analysis reveals that the myths of Mesopotamia
and the Hebrew Bible (also known as the so-called Christian Old Testament) do.

Keywords: Hebrew mythology, Zoroastrian mythology, Mesopotamian mythology,
Egyptian mythology, the realm of the afterlife.

Introduction

Thinking about death can be seen as a characteristic that sets humans apart from other
animals because it has been the most persistent and significant human concern since the
day of creation. Archaeological discoveries, particularly those from ancient tombs like the
Egyptian pyramids, demonstrate that people have believed in a realm after death and did
not view death as the end of life. Thus, all civilizations and religions are greatly influenced
by beliefs, worries, and rituals about death and the afterlife. Therefore, every mythological
and religious belief across various regions and historical eras has tried to answer such
questions: Does life continue after death, and if so, where and how? What kind of world
does man enter after death—is it underground, in the sky, or on top of mountains? How
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and by what means does he enter the next world? The approach and perspective of four
groups of myths—Mesopotamian, Hebrew Bible, Egyptian, and Zoroastrian—that can be
geographically classified as the Middle East about the first murder and the afterlife are
reported, examined, and contrasted in this article. Other myths and doctrines of following
religions, like Islam and Christianity, have not been studied in the study of Middle Eastern

myths.

Research Findings

The conflicts between "Abel" and "Cain" in Hebrew mythology, "Domuzi" and "Enkim
Do" in Mesopotamian mythology, "Osiris" and his brother "Set" in Egypt, and "Iraj's
brothers" are all very similar.

Murder results from the conflicts in each of these myths. Similar to the stories of "Domuzi"
and "Enkim Do" as well as "Cain" and "Abel," jealousy is the primary cause of conflict. In
both stories, one is a cattle breeder, and the other is a farmer, symbolising the competition
between two productive classes. In Mesopotamia, there was no prospect for life after death,
and the people there came to terms with death as an unavoidable fact that they had to face.
This demonstrates the Mesopotamians' extremely negative outlook on death and the
afterlife, a world ruled by darkness, hunger, and thirst, a place from which there was no
way out, and heaven accessible to the gods and inaccessible to humans.

The Israelites did not accept the idea of immortality and life after death. Bultmann's study
indicates that the Jews adopted the Greek belief in the soul's immortality. Before that, the
Jews held that, as mentioned in Psalms (6:5). The Book of Isaiah (38:18-19), the people
who lived in Sheol had no relationship to the gods or the world of the living, and they were
even ignorant of what was going on outside the boundaries of the region of the dead.
Naturally, the Jewish religion evolved a sophisticated system of divine judgment and a dual
fate of either paradise or hell based on each person's unique circumstances in later times.
The ideas of the last judgment and resurrection in the apocalyptic tradition—which started
with the Book of Daniel—were elaborated among the Jews in the intertestamental
literature.

The Egyptians had a more optimistic view of death and life after death than the
Mesopotamians. Furthermore, their people's thoughts were not dominated by the world
after death. As a result, the pyramids and stone tombs of "Thebes" are the most spectacular
and stately tombs in the world. The afterlife is where gods like "Ra" and "Osiris" (who
represent death and resurrection to the afterlife) reside in this mythology.

The Gathas expanded the belief in the afterlife in ancient Iran. In the New Avesta, heaven
and hell are changed from a moral and abstract idea to an objective and external realm.
This is because the world is a battleground between good and evil, and this thought contains
duality.

According to these myths, the good go to heaven, the bad to hell, and the others to
"Haméstakan" after the dead's actions are weighed on a scale in front of unbiased judges

("Mehr," "Sorush," and "Rashn").
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Conclusion

Death was not predetermined for man from the beginning, according to the four categories
of beliefs covered. In the Bible, death was determined by man's disobedience, while in
Mesopotamian mythology, the gods decreed death for humanity out of foolish envy. In the
positive perspective of Egyptian mythology, the god "Set" ordained death, whereas in
Zoroastrian mythology, Ahriman, not Ahura Mazda, created death for humans. This
comparison demonstrates that, despite centuries of cohabitation, Jewish belief is
inconsistent with Egyptian belief and that the Old Testament perspective is most
comparable to the topic of Mesopotamian mythology. Naturally, there are parallels between
Jewish ideas and Greek and Iranian teachings in subsequent eras. These parallels most
likely stem from the Babylonian captivity or Semitic tradition preserved after he migrated
from Mesopotamia. In any event, the Old Testament is likewise more like Mesopotamia
than Egyptian and Aryan beliefs in these and other myths.
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