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Abstract

By separating the hermeneutic approach from the hermeneutic theory, this article first
explains the hermeneutic theory of Friedrich Schleiermacher, a 19th-century Protestant
theologian. It then expresses and evaluates his hermeneutic approach based on this theory.

According to Schleiermacher, in understanding a text, attention should be paid to the text
itself and the author's mentality; otherwise, the interpreter cannot be sure of their
understanding of the author's work. Secondly, besides grammatical and linguistic rules, he
presented rules and methods that enable the interpreter to reconstruct the author's mentality.
Thirdly, he believed that the interpreter must set aside their assumptions when
reconstructing the author's mentality to understand the author's work truly. Fourthly, he
continued to use the "method" to understand the author's subjectivity and considered it
possible, albeit difficult, to attain the final understanding—namely, the author's intention.

Despite significant innovations, such as 1) paying attention to the concept of understanding
as the goal of hermeneutic theory, 2) presenting a theory about the nature of language, 3)
exploring the intertwining of language and thought, 4) emphasising the role of the author's
subjectivity in the understanding process, and 5) providing methods for achieving insight
into the author's subjectivity, Schleiermacher's hermeneutic theory acknowledges the
possibility of transcending the interpreter's assumptions when understanding the text. He
defended the objectivity of understanding in terms of the potential to grasp the author's
subjectivity within the framework of their historical tradition.

However, postmodern hermeneutics, such as Gadamer's, argue that it is impossible to
transcend the interpreter's presuppositions in understanding the text and, consequently,
reproduce the author's subjectivity or achieve objective understanding—specifically, the
author's subjectivity within their historical context.

Keywords: Hermeneutic approach and theory, interpreter, Schleiermacher, reproduction
of the author's mentality, and objectivity of understanding.

Introduction

This article separates the hermeneutic approach from the hermeneutic theory. It shows that
the hermeneutic approach explains the roles of the author, the text, the interpreter, and the
method in understanding phenomena such as a text. Secondly, hermeneutic theory falls
under a hermeneutic approach. Thirdly, various hermeneutic theories can be presented
under a hermeneutic approach because, despite the consensus on the role of the above four
components in the process of understanding, hermeneutic theories can provide different
explanations of their role. Fourthly, presenting any knowledge of a phenomenon, such as a
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text, is based on a hermeneutic approach and theory. This article first refers to the factors
influencing the formation of the hermeneutic theory of Friedrich Schleiermacher (1768-
1834), a 19th-century Protestant theologian; his hermeneutic theory, namely the conditions
and rules for achieving an understanding of the text, is explained. Then, relying on them,
his hermeneutic approach is described and evaluated, namely the role of the author, the
text, the interpreter, and the method in the understanding process.

Research Findings

First, in his hermeneutic theory, the text, as a manifestation of language, is crucial because
it enables an understanding of the author's or speaker's expression. In his belief, the text or
speech has a dual relationship with 1) the entirety of the language and 2) the entire
subjectivity of the author, where the entirety of the language is related to the grammatical
aspect and the subjectivity of the author to the psychological aspect. Secondly, in
Schleiermacher's hermeneutic theory, the author, or more precisely, the achievement of
understanding the author's or speaker's expression or speech, plays the most important role
because, in a sense, other components serve to achieve understanding of the author's
expression or speech. Paying attention to the role of the author's mentality in shaping the
text and, as a result, paying attention to reconstructing the author's mentality in
understanding the text are among the novel points of his theory. Thirdly, in
Schleiermacher's hermeneutic theory, the interpreter tries to understand the author's or
speaker's expression or speech by using rules appropriate to both grammatical and
psychological aspects and his taste and expertise. Fourthly, the method also plays a
fundamental role in Schleiermacher's hermeneutic theory because he has tried to show that
it is possible to approach understanding the author's or speaker's expression or speech by
presenting methods and rules in both grammatical and psychological aspects. Of course,
despite his emphasis on these grammatical and psychological rules, he believes they can
only lead to educated guesses regarding understanding the author's expression.

Conclusion

It can be concluded that Schleiermacher's hermeneutic theory, similar to the traditional
hermeneutic approach, emphasises the role of the four components and the capacity of
human language to convey meaning effectively. However, there are some significant
innovations that he introduced, including his attention to the concept of "understanding",
providing a new explanation of the role of the four components, a new defence of the ability
of human language to express their speech and speech, emphasising the inadequacy of
grammatical rules in understanding the text, the impact of the psychological aspect of the
author, and providing mechanisms for reproducing the author's mentality.

There are some criticisms against Schleiermacher's theory. One of the intense criticisms
has been levelled against it - his defence of the possibility of the interpreter entering the
author's mentality, by postmodern hermeneutics like Gadamer. According to postmodern
hermeneutics, suspending or ignoring (epoche) the interpreter's pre-assumptions is
impossible. Because of the interpreter's pre-assumptions, entering the author's mentality,
lived experience, tradition, and historical horizon is impossible. Therefore, an appropriate
response must be provided in defence of the possibility of suspension and the fact that the
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interpreter's pre-assumptions do not affect the understanding of the text. Otherwise, their
influence cannot be ignored entirely, and their role can be accepted to some extent.
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