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Abstract

The verse in the Old Testament that states, "All the firstborn are mine," has been
interpreted in two different ways. One interpretation suggests that Yahweh demanded the
sacrifice of firstborns, and children were offered as sacrifices to Him. The other
interpretation reveals Yahweh's abhorrence of such practices and the severe warnings He
issued to the Israelites against child sacrifices. The authors of the Old Testament depict
"Molek" in the ancient Near East as a deity associated with child sacrifices. It seems that
these authors deliberately attributed the act of child sacrifice to the God Molek to portray
it as an alien and detestable practice in the eyes of Yahweh and to dissuade people from
offering their children to Yahweh. The main question is: What is the connection between
child sacrifice and Molek? Is Molek the name of a god, or does it refer to a specific ritual?
This study is descriptive-analytical, based on sacred texts, historical records, and
interpretations by scholars, and seeks to examine the nature, concept, and role of Molek
among the Hebrews.
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Introduction

In the Old Testament, a deity named Molek, Moloch, or Molekom is described and
introduced by the authors of the Old Testament as the God of fire and human sacrifice. This
God demanded human sacrifices as part of the worship offered by his adherents. Biblical
accounts indicate that child sacrifices were practised in most sacred places and high places
in Israel and Judah. Molek is mentioned several times in the Old Testament, with most
references in the Book of Leviticus. The Old Testament strongly opposes the practices
associated with Molek, which involve child sacrifices. The Molek ritual is introduced in
the Bible as a rite associated with child sacrifice. It was believed that Molek was a god who
demanded the sacrifice of the firstborn. In the Bible, Leviticus 20 highlights Yahweh's
opposition to child sacrifice for Molek. On the other hand, based on multiple biblical
accounts, the firstborns are considered to belong to Yahweh and must be offered to Him.
The question arises: Who was the recipient of the firstborns to be sacrificed?
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Research Findings

The Bible appears to have undergone edits by various editors over time, with different parts
of the Hebrew Bible being revised at other times. Nevertheless, the entirety of the Hebrew
Bible unanimously rejects child sacrifice by the Israelites. However, there is evidence of
child sacrifice in the worship of Yahweh as well. This indicates that there may have been
misunderstandings among religious officials, the people, or the authors of the Bible
regarding the Hebrew term meaning "dedication" or "offering." This term could have
various meanings depending on its context. Another term that has led to differing
interpretations is the term Molek, which is often used in the context of child sacrifice. It
appears that this term was used as a synonym for child sacrifice, where the child was
transferred from the human realm to the sacred realm to be sacrificed to God. However,
there are disagreements among scholars about the usage of this term. Biblical authors
warned perpetrators of sacrifices about the consequences, although it is possible that people
also offered such worship to Yahweh, thinking it was commanded of them. The author
criticises such individuals and their practices from an ideological perspective, a practice
prevalent in the past but no longer common. Another likely possibility is that the term refers
to a specific type of sacrifice in which a child is used as the offering. Verses in Jeremiah
37:31 and 19:5,6 confirm that what the people were doing was not what their God Yahweh
had commanded. This indicates that while people believed they were acting according to
divine command, the author explains that this was not the will of Yahweh. Consequently,
misunderstandings arose among the people, and the author attempts to clarify that they had
misunderstood Yahweh's will.

Conclusion

Molek in the Hebrew Bible and other ancient Near Eastern usages signifies a deity who
accepts human sacrifices. Such claims cannot be substantiated throughout the Hebrew
Bible or in specific texts interpreted by commentators, as these texts describe Molek as a
deity who accepts child sacrifices through burning. On the other hand, while supporting the
traditional interpretation, some scholars have compiled numerous ancient Near Eastern
texts to argue for the existence of an ancient deity named Malik or Milik and have
associated this God with the Bible. However, it is an assumption to equate these Akkadian
gods with the Hebrew Molek. Therefore, the traditional interpretation of Molek as a god
demanding child sacrifice cannot solve these issues when translating the term Molek. This
study suggests the possibility that Molek was a religious practice personified and may have
been a form of child sacrifice in the past that was later embodied in the Hebrew Bible.
Personification was a standard literary device among ancient authors. The Molek ritual
represented a type of child sacrifice personified to illustrate its impact on the religious
system of the Hebrew Bible. Understanding the term Molek as a personified form of
sacrifice leads to investigating the nature and uniqueness of this sacrifice and its connection
with the demand for the firstborn.
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