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Abstract

The issue of predestination and free will is one of the most challenging and complex
epistemological questions. Muslim scholars have long debated this matter, presenting
various perspectives that have been categorized into four main views: determinism (jabr),
acquisition (kasb), delegation (tajwid), and the doctrine of amr bayn al-amrain (a position
between the two extremes). Among these perspectives, the view of Muhyi al-Din Ibn
‘Arabi, as a prominent figure in Islamic mysticism, holds significant importance. This study
seeks to determine whether Ibn “Arabi’s position aligns with the theory of kasb. In other
words, does the mystical perspective on predestination and free will correspond to the
Ash‘arite interpretation?

Using a descriptive-analytical method and by examining Ibn Arabi’s works, this study
concludes that his mystical principle of the Unity of Being (wahdat al-wujud) renders the
issue of predestination and free will meaningless due to the negation of the subject itself.
However, it is still possible to interpret predestination and free will within a mystical
framework, considering the relationship between God’s existence and its manifestations.

Moreover, based on the mystical doctrine of a‘yan thabita (immutable archetypes), Ibn
Arabi asserts that the immutable archetype of a human being, in its divine realm (suq" al-
rububi), inherently possesses will and volition. This potentiality manifests in the created
world as a willing and choosing agent. Therefore, while Ibn Arabi regards God as the
ultimate agent (fa‘il), he also acknowledges the realisation of actions through the human
agent, who wills them freely. In this view, humans perform acts voluntarily while God
actualises them.

These two mystical foundations lead to the conclusion that Ibn Arabi does not subscribe to
the Ash‘arite theory of kasb. Unlike the Ash‘arites, who uphold the independent existence
of God, humans, and multiple entities, Ibn Arabi maintains that only one existence
encompasses all of reality. Furthermore, in contrast to the Ash‘arite doctrine of kasb, which
denies human agency and restricts human participation to the mere acquisition of actions,
Ibn Arabi embeds volition within the very essence of human reality, asserting that will
(iradah) is inscribed in the immutable archetype of each individual
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Introduction

Reflection on the issue of predestination (jabr) and free will (ikhtiyar) is one of the most
fundamental philosophical inquiries of human thought, as any stance taken on this matter
significantly influences one’s worldview and approach to life. Muslim scholars have long
debated this issue, leading to diverse perspectives. The Ash‘arite theologians
predominantly advocate for determinism in human actions and, following figures such as
al-Ghazali, subscribe to the theory of kasb (acquisition). In contrast, the Mu‘tazilite
theologians uphold absolute human free will, asserting that individuals have complete
control over their actions. Meanwhile, Imami theologians, following the teachings of the
Ahl al-Bayt (the Prophet's family), adhere to the doctrine of amr bayn al-amrayn (a position
between absolute determinism and complete delegation). However, interpretations of this
concept vary among scholars.

Given Ibn Arabi’s prominence in Islamic mysticism ( irfan), his view on this issue holds
particular significance, as it represents the mystical perspective on predestination and free
will. Ibn Arabi acknowledges the complexity of this matter and has examined and
deliberated upon it multiple times. He asserts that the only way to resolve the conflicting
opinions on this issue is through mystical unveiling (kashf wa shuhiid), claiming that, by
divine grace, he has attained the correct understanding of the matter.

Research Findings

Although Ibn Arabi aligns with the Ash‘arites in upholding traditional Islamic thought, he
diverges from them on many issues, particularly the theory of kasb. According to his
mystical principles, only God is the actual agent (fa i/), while human beings, as complete
manifestations (mazhar tamm) of divine attributes, act by their immutable archetypes
(a ‘yan thabita), possessing volition and being responsible for their actions. In other words,
a perfect manifestation of divine names cannot fail to reflect God's attribute of volition
(muridiyya). Thus, while human beings will (iradah), God actualizes the act from the
specific ontological aspect associated with each individual..

Conclusion

Ibn Arabi opposes the Ash’arite positions on determinism (jabr) and kasb. While he rejects
these doctrines based on human self-awareness of free will, his primary disagreement with
the Ash’arites arises from his mystical foundations—namely, the doctrine of the Unity of
Being (wahdat al-wujiid) and the concept of a ‘yan thabita (immutable archetypes).

From the perspective of Ibn Arabi’s mystical framework, the issue of agency in action
(ikhtiyar) is fundamentally resolved by the doctrine of the Unity of Being. Since the agency
is exclusive to the Divine Reality (Hagq), the debate over whether an act belongs to one
being or another becomes irrelevant—there is only one actual existence, which is that of
God, and all other beings are mere manifestations of this singular reality. Unlike the
Ash’arites, who assert the independent existence of God and human beings, Ibn Arabi
maintains that existence is singular and absolute, with all creatures manifesting the one
actual Being. It is God who acts, and agency belongs solely to Him.
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However, when considering predestination and free will within the framework of divine
existence and its manifestations, Ibn Arabi’s concept of ta ‘ayyun thani (the second level of
divine determination) comes into play. In this ontological state, divine names and the
immutable archetypes (a‘yan thabita) of all beings are manifested. According to this
perspective, the immutable archetype of a human being inherently possesses volition,
which directly opposes the Ash‘arite theory of kash. The Ash‘arites deny the role of human
volition, reducing individuals to mere recipients of divine action. In contrast, Ibn Arabi
asserts that humans actively will their deeds, while God, in turn, brings these willed actions
into existence through them.

Moreover, Ibn Arabi’s doctrine of the specific ontological aspect (wajh khas) further
solidifies that human beings serve as conduits for divine grace in action and agency. The
fundamental distinction between Ibn Arabi’s thought and the Ash‘arite theory of kasb lies
in his affirmation of human volition as an inherent aspect of their immutable archetype. In
his view, the immutable archetype of a human being inherently demands both volition and,
consequently, free choice—unlike the archetypes of other beings. Within this framework,
God, following His divine will (mashiyyah), manifests humans in their external, concrete
existence as volitional and autonomous agents. Thus, a human being cannot be classified
as entirely determined (majbir) or fully autonomous (mukhtar); instead, they are
“compelled yet free” (mukhtar majbir), acting within the scope of divine will while
exercising their volition..
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