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Abstract

The amazing gift of imagination is one of the most valuable human assets and the foundation of the
Sufi language of the mystics. The works of the Sufi masters are filled with profound divine and
human thoughts in a language full of imagination. One of these greats is “Ruzbehan Baqli” whose
element of imagination has a special place in understanding his system of thought. “Gilbert Durand”
is a contemporary French theorist in the field of imaginative criticism who has done valuable work
in understanding imagination and classifying images into two major systems of imagination: daily
and nocturnal. In this study, we aim to present a new reading of imaginary figures in Ruzbehan's
Risalat-ul-Quds using a descriptive-analytical method and the application of Duran's imaginary
theory. The findings of the study show that due to the author's mystical spirit and the educational
aspect of the work, there are many bipolar images in the text, in which the battle and conflict of these
images can be seen. In the Duran's reading, the most prominent imaginary images of Ruzbehan tend
towards the daily system of imaginations with positive values, and ascending forms (such as the
kingdom, angels, the king, the heavens, the sky, the mountain, ladder) and spectacular forms (such
as light, manifestation, beauty, beauty, bride, mirror, sun) are the most frequent images that
Ruzbehan's refuge is from decline and darkness to ascension and light; therefore, it has enabled the
author to control and overcome the fear of the passage of time and death.
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Introduction

The works of Sufi sages are full of profound and wonderful divine and human thoughts and
teachings in a language full of imagination. One of these greats is Ruzbehan Baqli Shirazi (606-
522 AH), who is one of the Iranian Muslim mystics and one of the most famous and prolific
mystics, whose active element of imagination has a distinguished place in understanding his
system of thought. Today, one of the methods used to analyze texts is to utilize the ideas of
theorists who have presented its foundations in a specific way. Gilbert Durand (1921-2012) is a
contemporary French anthropologist and theorist in the field of imagination who has done
valuable work in understanding imagination and classifying images into two major systems of
diurnal and nocturnal imaginations in artistic and literary texts. Imagination in this research is not
in the sense of an imaginary image, but rather in the epistemological concept and the use of
symbolic and imaginary images of the world that the author creates in his work; therefore,
examining the creations and different worlds of each author contributes greatly to determining his
perspective and understanding of the world. Risalat-ul-Quds It is one of the profound and
important mystical works that Ruzbehan wrote in Persian, this valuable mystical-literary work, in
a language rich in imagery. And as the author acknowledges in the introduction to the book, it is
written in twelve chapters. Each chapter begins with beautiful Persian text and ends with Persian
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or Arabic couplets/quatrains and Arabic prayer phrases. He has many imaginary and symbolic
forms that serve as a platform for illustrating his observations and presenting his mystical
teachings; Ruzbehan played a significant role in the development of romantic mysticism and has
valuable works in this field. This research attempts to discover, analyze, and describe imaginary
figures in Rouzbahan Bagli's Risalat-ul-Quds after examining and extracting symbols and data,
relying on Gilbert Durand's imaginary theory.

Research Findings

The research findings show that due to the author's mystical spirit and the educational aspect of
the book Risalat-ul-Quds, there are many bipolar images in the text in which the battle and conflict
of these images can be seen. In the reading of Doran, the most prominent imaginary images of
Ruzbehan tend towards the daily poetic system of imaginations with positive valuation And
ascending forms such as the kingdom, angels, kings, heavens, sky, mountains, ladders, and
spectacular forms such as light, manifestation, beauty, beauty, bride, mirror, sun are the most
frequent images that are the refuge of Ruzbehan from the fall and darkness towards the ascension
and light. Therefore, it has enabled the author to control and overcome the fear of the passage of
time and death.

Conclusion

In Ruzbehan's Risalat-ul-Quds, with its cyclical imaginative reading, in the battle between the
forms of the positive pole (ascending, spectacular, and separating) and the forms of the negative
pole (falling, dark, and animalistic), the poles with positive values prevail and prevail. The images
of ascension and spectacular are the most frequently used images that Ruzbehan has employed.
The ascending images evoke hope, ascension, and positivity, and examining these images shows
that Ruzbehan was often in a good mood and that the fear of death did not dominate her, and that
she was often able to control the passage of time and overcome her fear. In contrast to the
ascending images, the descending images are less frequently used and are frightening images.
The spectacular forms revive a feeling of clarity, hope, security, and peace in the heart, and
examining these images shows that the fear of death did not dominate Ruzbehan's existence, and
she was often able to control the passage of time and overcome her fear, Ruzbehan also has a
clear, direct, and multiple response in the use of spectacular symbols; the discussion of meeting,
manifestation, human love, and the issue of aestheticism (Ruzbehan's way) further confirms this.
In contrast to spectacular forms, dark forms are used less frequently and such images are
frightening. Separating forms are used less frequently, and often, where Ruzbehan uses separating
images, they have a positive charge and lead to her victory, growth, and transcendence. In general,
the images of separation in Ruzbehan's consciousness do not produce fear. The opposite of the
separation forms are the animal forms that are rarely used and have a negative charge and must
be abandoned and passed through in order to achieve transcendence and progress. In general, the
images of animal forms in Ruzbehan's consciousness produce fear.
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